
			BOGALUSA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
				          MINUTES
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PRESIDING:	WENDY O’QUIN PERRETTE, MAYOR
		STACY SMITH, DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION
PRESENT:	COUNCILMAN KELLIS
		COUNCILMAN IRVINE
		PRESIDENT DRUMMOND
		COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS
		COUNCILWOMAN KATES
		VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS
		COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM
ABSENT:	NONE

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:   I call the Bogalusa City Council Meeting to order with the Invocation led by Councilman Irvine followed by the Pledge.

BY COUNCILMAN IRVINE:  Led the Invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: I’d like to remind everybody to silence your cell phones or set them to vibrate. Next up is roll call.
	
	COUNCILMAN KELLIS……………………………………HERE
	COUNCILMAN IRVINE…………………………………..HERE
	PRESIDENT DRUMMOND……………………………..HERE
	COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS………………………..HERE
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES……………………………..HERE
	VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS…………………………………..HERE
	COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM…………………………HERE

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Next is the approval of the minutes held at the meeting on October 15TH which will be approved at our next meeting on November 19th.


BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Next we have no recognition and awards so next is Adoption of Resolutions one by Ms. Graham. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:

A RESOLUTION providing for canvassing the returns and declaring the results of the special election held in the City of Bogalusa, State of Louisiana, on Saturday, October 12, 2019, to authorize the renewal of special taxes therein.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  I think Mr. Wolf is here to speak on that. 

BY DAVID WOLF: Thank you Mr. President. I’ll be very brief. This resolution is the routine administration matter. Ya’ll have done this after every election. It is sort of the official recognition of the results of the election. This was the election that was held back in October on the three mileage renewals. All three of them passed and the resolution is followed by what is call the Proce’s Verbal that is accentually an exert from minutes from tonight that includes the number of votes cast in favor against each proposition. After you adopt this resolution include this Proce’s Verbal in the minutes. TH se will be filed with the Secretary of State, they will be published in the official journal and also recorded with it the Clerk of Court. Again this is just a routine sort of administrative the last step necessary in connection with this election. So all that is necessary if unless you have any questions for me would be a motion and a second to adopt the resolution which also provides for the approval of the Proce’s Verbal which is signed right after the resolution in your packets. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  I so moved that it be accepted as written.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Do we have a seconded?

BY COUNCILMAN KELLIS:  Seconded.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Roll call.

	COUNCILMAN KELLIS…………………………..AYE
	COUNCILMAN IRVINE………………………….AYE
	PRESIDENT DRUMMOND…………………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS……………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES…………………….AYE
	VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS………………………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM………………..AYE

(MOTION CARRIED 7-0 PROVIDING FOR CANVASSING THE RETURNS AND DECLARING THE RESULTS OF A SPECIAL ELECTION HELD IN THE CITY OF BOGALUSA, STATE OF LOUISIANA, ON SATURDAY OCTOBER 12, 2019, TO AUTHORIZE THE RENEWAL OF SPECIAL TAXES THEREIN).

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:   Next is a resolution also by Ms. Graham.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:

A RESOLUTION ordering and calling a special election to be held in the City of Bogalusa, State of Louisiana, to authorize the rededication of an existing 1/4 % sales and use tax therein; making application to the State Bond Commission in connection therewith; and providing for other matters in connection therewith.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Is there any public participation for this resolution? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM: I will say this is to rededicate some funds that are on the Industrial Park to go towards the retirement. We may want to hear from him. 

BY JOEY RICHARD: It is good to be with you again. The resolution that is before you with consideration that is part of the effort to get the pension plan funded and at an acceptable level. If you recall at the last meeting we went over the three issues that were facing the city. One was the pension plan, two was the landfill, three was the reoccurring what I would call the structural deficits. This is east a step in the solution to the problem the pension plan. At the time the last meeting a couple of things were mentioned with regards to the pension plan were Actuarial liability of the plan. The Actuarial liability Plan that is included in your financial statements can be significantly reduced if you were to have enough money in the plan to actually make it operate on an ongoing basis. So that is one of the issues. The rededication tax is going to provide somewhere between 250 to 280,000 dollars a year that will be available for use for the regular payments to the regular payments to the plan. As I mentioned at the last meeting there was also consideration and this is part of the consideration. Those are consideration of possibly be issuing some pension benefit obligations. That would be debt of the city to be paid over 15 or 20 year period. The money’s will be placed into the plan so this is a part of that plan. One of the benefits of the rededication is the Industrial Park now has somewhere around a million and a half to a million seven in cash that could be put into the plan if the funds are rededicated. As long as the funds are rededicated we can’t let the money out what of and the benefit the city of that is taking that money putting it in the plan will reduce future contributions on an annual basis to the plan. It will help it become more solvent and at the same time reduce that liability. So just - I have placed in your mail boxes a copy of this presentation. I just want to go through a couple of the mechanics- the plan in its last  
actuary evaluation the plan had future payments due to those who already retired eighty something odd people. Those who will be retiring in the future employee people plan benefits are out fifty million dollars. And obviously this is spread out over a really long time. For life of those who already retired or their spouses and for those who haven’t retired the rest of their working career the end remaining of their life. So these payment are over an extremely long period. This fifty million dollars comes from your actuary old report that was issued to you by your independent actuary. The twenty nine million dollars is what would be required as a single payment today to pay off that fifty million dollars based on the rate that is in your financial statement. The discount rate that is in your financials is three percent. The reason that you have a three percent rate is because you don’t have the money in the plan. If the money was in the plan you would have a six and a half percent discount rate because you could invest the money over time and make those payments earn money for you to be able to make your future payments. That would reduce a lot of ability to twenty nine to eighteen million dollars. So that is a pretty significant it would be a good thing. Your last financial statement showed that the plan was funded by our rate of sixteen percent so the total liability is that you had there you only had about sixteen percent on hand. By way of comparison most of the state plan has sixty five –seventy percent. That is more than norm. So you are significantly underfunded. When we look at what you have on hand and taking the eighteen million dollar single payment if we had half of it on deposit now that would be around nine a little over nine. We only have about four to four and a half million including the money’s that would be coming from the Industrial Park we only have about four and a half million available to actually pay the benefits so to get to a fifty percent funding ratio would take us another four point eight million dollars. In order to do that we would have to bond the debt out it would be around three hundred ninety thousand dollars. On the other hand you could also pay a whole amount that to do if it was bonded out a hundred percent we would need a whole eighteen million minus the four and a half that you have on hand including Industrial Park money’s and that would mean you would have bond payments of about a million one per year. This is using an estimated rate of five percent. It may be something like that it maybe something a little below that. It would depend on what happens in a timely of the financing. What happens with rates and I think only Johnny Carson had those answers and the knot upon his head his fore neck. We don’t know exactly what those rates will be in the future but that is what it would be about at this time. So what I did in analysis I added up all of the different funding sources that you have, the sales taxes that you currently have going in five sixty three, the property taxes two hundred and nine thousand, you currently have employer contributions that is somewhere around two twenty a year, you have employee contributions that are around a hundred and forty, the rededication of this Industrial development fund would have another two eighty in round numbers. Lastly amounts it would take to bond out and give us some actual cash bring the plan up to a funded basis of fifty percent of three hundred ninety one thousand would leave you about a million dollars left which would be sufficient to make your payments. So the plan at that point would be sufficiently funded so that you would be able in your financial statements instead of recording twenty nine million as the gross spot ability you would be able to use eighteen million. It would be funded in of course in doing this I was looking at kind of a balance with the city and the employees. Obvious the employees would have concerns of having a funding of sixteen percent if we got to fifty that would take some of that pressure off and would not necessarily impact the city as much. One of the things that happened is when we put money in the plan the amount of our annual contribution goes down. Because part of that annual contribution now is because of the amount that we have I’m going to call it on our (predical – not sure how to spell it) for the money’s that we didn’t pay in the past. If you look at it as my credit card bills in the past on a present value basis is eighteen million and I put about four and a half on it so I have to pay interest on that right? That’s the part –part of that will go away once we actually bonded out and put the money in. Then at the end of the term the money’s become available for this city and I by noble cause fifteen years or twenty it will be a while for those payments to you know for those payments to end but that is what that is. So that is at the fifty percent level. The other consideration is today we had a meeting with the State Municipal Plan on a possibility of getting them to help us in this debt and believe me they will help us but it is going to all be at actuarially sound right. It is how do you pay your bills. So a seconded option would be once we have this undedicated that we would be able to terminate the plan that we have in the city, put our people in the municipal plan and pay off our credit card bill with one funding using the sources that we have here. Which are enough to do that. It’s up to a million one. If I wanted to pay off that old eighteen million minus the four and a half today if I did a million one. So we have revenue sources to cover the million one but it has to be looked at because the state has a different discount rate which happens to be in our favor. They use seven percent instead of six and a half. Well our actuary does. We don’t know exactly what they are mortality table is. They are usually verily close but they are not the same and they have turn over assumptions that are built in that are state wide not necessarily Bogalusa wide and when your actuary does hit us he does it based on what his experience is with Bogalusa or he finds some comparable to make that, So there are some variables in that. So this particular resolution will put the money in and make it available will put it in what I am going to call the big pot with all of the other sources of money that we have which include the other sale tax, property taxes and lawyer contributions that we are currently making, employee contributions which are required, the rededication of these Industrial fund revenues and the annual less the amount whatever amount we decide to fund. That is going to depend on what option looks the best. Maybe the municipal once we get to it they actually like our benefits accrue two and two thirds percent for our employee for a year. There is a threat so it is a different expense, different amount and would have to see if it could fit. Right now if we could fund the whole thing we would have about it looks like two hundred seventy thousand dollars of excess funds that would be available for the pension if we went that way or for Industrial park expenses because of the way the resolution which it is now you know the way the resolution is going up now. It looks like that is what will be available. So my ask of you is that you support the resolution calling for the election. Let’s get it and try to get I call the additional flexibility to do what we need to do with the pension fund. Again this would allow for the funding for at least fifty percent could resolve in the whole plan of being worked out. If we can get that done that to me would be a great burden released from the city to have worked exactly like fire and police and the payments would be made automatically on a regular basis. They have to be made just like a regular bill. We been doing the same thing for fire and police for years. If we get us- us as a city get you out of the business of trying to figure out this it would be left up to the state. One of the other benefits to this id it is possible to do if we could get to that point, one of the possible wonderful benefits if it gets done is that the entire plan is liquidated the current beneficiaries would get a payment that would be through I’m going to call it insurance company it would be an annuity payment, it would be guaranteed for life so I am going to use myself as a personal example –when Postlewaite and Netterville the firm that I work for a number of years before I started doing this. When I worked for Postlewaite and Netterville after I retired they terminated their plan and so I had a choice. I could take the value in cash and roll it into a plan or I can take in an annuity from Omaha Mutual. So your people who are already retired we would be looking for Triple A type companies that would give them an annuity for life then in terms of what they would wasn’t to do you know would they want to keep it in the plan or would they want it from Mutual of Omaha or New York Life or Met Life or those are fairly solid. For your current employees the benefit would be the State of Louisiana. It is a plan that’s run by and operated by the State of Louisiana. They have a much bigger investment pool our money’s will be pooled with that and you know it is in the I don’t know how big the municipal plan is. When I audited Lazer is was over ten billion. So they have big funds they balance so you have some safety in your big it is not perfect but it is so it is a lot you know what I would say is give your current employees security. It would be a good thing and it would be a balance with the city and your employees. That is my asking. I can take any questions.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: All righty, 

BY GLORIA KATES: Yeah I have a question a couple of questions. You mentioned that you met with Mears today is this a possibility that our employees may switch over to Mears and our current plan will be maybe terminated? What would be the cost for our employees to participate under the Mears System? How would that be---

BY JOEY RICHARD:  That cost is I think what did they tell us was it six, employee nine percent?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  Nine percent for the employees.

BY JOEY RICHARD:   It was nine percent. A little higher but their benefit is higher. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  They are now paying six and a half percent and six percent didn’t go to nine percent. This was something we were exploring before at trying to get into the system.

BY JOEY RICHARD:  But their benefit would be three percent instead of 2and 2/3 percent. So it is not like putting the money away for the same benefit and understand every percent count when you trying to balance your monthly budget. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: The city’s contribution is twenty seven percent. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Of course this will be discussed with the employees before we proceed correct? 

BY JOEY RICHARD:  we will discuss it with the employee but ultimately this isn’t really the council that kind of thing, the administration. This is what ya’ll would need to decide within like if you have a hundred and fifty three employees, I’m sure you have about three hundred dependents on what they should do. Because each one will have more than one.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  And they said that you could do individual. Each person will be an individual buy in. It would not be like so a person may opt out so it will be individual. 

BY JOEY RICHARD:  It cannot opt out of being in the plan. It is just in this portion that we transfer. What would happen on people that are currently here let’s just go through the one two three’s. Number one is buy issue bonds fourteen million dollars, it’s a million dollars a year which we have covered with our sources of revenue now. That payment goes in-that eighteen –fourteen million dollars goes in with the four and a half million we have now and we got eighteen and a half almost nineteen million. It’s in the bank. That gets split into two pies. One pie if for the employees who is currently retired there is no getting in Mears. They are already retired they get an annuity. The other pie is the money goes to the state plan and they have a couple of elections they can make in terms of I want a three percent benefit and I want two and two thirds benefit for the years I worked and they adjust the years to make it work out to the same amount of money. They have a pool of money and they have to make some elections on it but they are going to get their money so when you are finished with it the rest of the money in the eighteen million that I hadn’t spent on an individual employees is going to come out and go to Mears. Then at that point we’re operating just like we do police and fire. You know when we make the payments. And they may be some that additional you know additional boss of this overall but that is something that we look at when we have whatever the overall structure and plan is. It could be- it could be worked out with them. Could be- there really could be a really good thing for the employee and would take a major headache off of us. I don’t it is like I hate to be responsible for eighteen million dollars for all of these people. It is a big responsibility. Let somebody who does it with everybody. That’s kind of the umbrella on that. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  And you also mentioned well we got an update by proposition?

BY JOEY RICHARD:  That was it. Everybody doing it. That is kind of an umbrella on that. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  You also mentioned well we got an update with the opposition whereas the funds to go back into Industrial Park rather than going into the general fund.

BY JOEY RICHARD:  Yeah what I would, what I would like that -if I had my preference -would be that it could be spent for anything else because that would give us the most flexibility. If you feel uncomfortable with that and you think I need to get it back in the Industrial Park.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Well that is what the update is about.

BY JOEY RICHARD:  There are two versions, if you want it in the Industrial Park if that is what you want I would consider that it gives us less flexibility and what I am looking for is flexibility. Let me give you an example: Let’s say two hundred and seventy thousand dollars as indicated now, that two hundred seventy thousand dollars is uh available assets. That once we do this and add up all of the numbers that all of all sources of revenues make our payment and look and doesn’t pop at the end right, that will that pile of money-- let’s say that we only had a hundred eighty thousand or a hundred fifty thousand dollars expenses at the park that year. Some years we don’t do capital Improvements so we don’t have the Capital Improvement that is going on we only have insurance and I don’t know what your other big expenses are.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  Maintenance for repairs.

BY JOEY RICHARD:   Maintenance and repairs, let’s say we spend under that, then the difference would have to be put on the side and what I describe as bayou accounting. I would have to take that little sixty or eighty thousand dollars and put it in this pocket and wait until I need it for the park only because that is the way the resolution is written. If I didn’t have that it was just for the general purposes right. I still have the two hundred seventy thousand in my general fund pocket right and I have the bills for the park and it is a hundred seventy thousand. Well then I am going to take the hundred seventy out of the two seventy for the assets. Ya’ll should vote for whatever you feel is most comfortable. For me the flexibility is something that I would prefer. Not for me because I won’t be here after the implement but you have the flexibility when you go pay your bills. The way I look at it now is you have two million dollars round numbers two million dollars or a million and a half in the bank that you can’t go get and you have these other issues right and that is because it is dedicated. So this would kind of un-dedicating it for the purpose of making sure that I have enough money to make all payments. If I have some access I would think I would use it for whatever general purposes that I have. Now because of the park would be liquidated as a fund I need the money to pay those bills I would use that. So that is my only, that is my take on it. Again ya’ll need to vote on whatever feels comfortable. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  And I am sure there are more questions but my final question is that the reason primary reason for the propositional the upgrade in the proposition text is to have more or less to have a buffer in order to go to the Bond Commission to borrow more money. Could you kind of explain on that?

BY JOEY RICHARD:  Yeah so what is happening I have all of these solicitors’ revenues for the pension plan depending on which plan works out I am going down multiple paths to try and get the plan I can depending on which plan comes out we need to borrow four point eight million or fourteen million. If I go the Mears I borrow the full amount. If I go to fifty percent funding because we can’t really make Mears work even if we like too. If I can’t make Mears work and I am going to the fifty percent funding then I’m going to bond out about four point eight million and it is going to cost me three hundred sixty –three hundred ninety thousand a year to service that the pension. That is what the binding is when the schedule is in your materials it adds up all of the revenue sources. It takes out all of the amount that is funded whether it is fifty, seventy five or a hundred percent and then the bottom line is what’s left to pay them. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Thank you. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Anymore questions? Alright now time for anyone from the public? 

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD: 414 Mississippi Avenue. I’d just –I think this is a long kind of thing but I really want to encourage this by the way he said to be brought to the municipal employees to give their feedback and not leave them out of the loop. The other question he answer was about how stable if we went to the other fund how stable that would be for the employees that it will be as stable as it is going to get. Then just a general comment about using sales taxes they’re aggressive you know I mean I know that this is a renewal but if we are looking at the future funding again I would prefer that we look at property taxes or other funds of taxation rather than sales tax that hurts more than most. Then the other question I have long range is none of this to get decided tonight but the other question of long range is he said I get Leary of what he said that I don’t understand how that works so say we spend all of the money we have other than the Industrial park business here on something else and then we have a sewer collapse right, then what do we do? You know if there is no money set aside and for taking care of it giving the tradition of how we’ve operated in the past. It looks to me like we will end up right where we are always end up enough money to take care of what we need to take care of. So maybe there is a compromise some place you know where a certain amount is set aside or whatever so anyway those are my thoughts about it. I would really like to hear a comment from you all too at least talk to the municipal employees and get their feedback.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  And uh it is not a renewal, it is a rededication. To set your record—because you called it a renewal. 

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD:  (Inaudible- not by microphone)

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  The money cannot be used for the sewer. 

BY JOEY RICHARD: (Inaudible- not by microphone).

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  If it is in the Industrial Park they can. 

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD: (Inaudible- not by microphone). 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Unless the sewer is in the Industrial Park. Thank you. State your name and address. 

BY FATE FERRELL:  1931 Dewitt Place. We have this gentleman come in here and fix this pension plan. I think we need to go with his strong recommendation because you all have been fooling around with this plan for years. Never did anything. So you hired him you paying him let him fix it. Thank you.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. Anyone else from the public? Any council discussion?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  I know that we are a time line on this. Ms. McCloud had mentioned about that we need to wait. It is a time line of what I understand that this propositional text to the Secretary of State for April ballot. I would have loved to have more time to research on this but we are pressured. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Mr. Wolf do you want to say something?

BY DAVID WOLF: Sure I just add a couple of things before you decide what to do with this resolution. To address Councilwoman’s point the filing deadline for the April 4th election is around December 10th I think. However before that’s the deadline to getting all of the papers to the Secretary of State’s Office that deadline also means that the State Bond Commission has to approve the election before that date as well. November 21st is the last Bond Commission meeting before that deadline. Their December Meeting will be after the deadline. So in order to get it on the ballot for April 4th in addition for filing the papers with the Secretary of State by December 10th or 11th I also need to get the approval from the State Bond Commission at their meeting on November 21st for the whole thing really hasn’t worked so that is another reason that is important to be on the agenda this evening. The resolution that I think that you all have has the original wording in it at the very end. The second to last line where the surplus if there is any after all of the COBERS funding is taken place can be uses for any lawful municipal purpose. I think you all maybe having an alternative proposition where that last those words used for any lawful municipal purpose are changed to use for operation in the maintenance of the city’s Industrial Park. So before you adopt the resolution I just need to have it clear on the record which of the two propositions is that you are voting for. Probably the best way to handle it since the resolution that is in your folders has the original words is that if you want to change the last wording to the surplus is limited to the Industrial Park and again that is up to you. You have heard some considerations from Mr. Richard. Flexibility is always a good thing. Then I would suggest first voting on an amendment to use the alternative language and then voting on the resolution as amended with the Industrial Park as the last purpose. Again that is up to you after you discuss it any further. 

BY JOEY RICHARD:  The surplus that we are talking about is the surplus of the future revenue not the circle.

BY DAVID WOLF:  Right. The fund balance in the (inaudible) COBERS future collected revenues or what this last phrase addresses. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM: It is my understanding that we have if we want to amend something we pass it then we offer an amendment to correct it. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Mr. Wolf. 

BY DAVID WOLF:  Typically if you have a resolution that is on the table and technically this isn’t on the table until somebody makes a motion and seconded. Once somebody makes an adoption and seconded to adopt the resolution then the proper procedure would be for if you want to amend it to use the current proposition would be another motion to amend the original resolution so that the proposition reads according to this alternative.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  Where a vote is taken on the original.

BY DAVID WOLF:  Before any votes are taken. Then you would vote on the amendment and if the amendment passes then you would vote on the main resolution as amended. That would be the proper way to amend it. That is under the Robert Rules of Order. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  All righty. Anymore public discussion? Any council discussion? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  I have a thing or two. It does in a way concern me that we’re practically doing away with the income for the Industrial Park. We have a gem out there but it has not always produced jobs it supposed to have all the money that is sitting out there. The money keeps being used for things it shouldn’t be but anyway it does bring money in so maybe it is time for us to look at putting it towards the retirement system and cleaning up this one section of our debts I guess. It is debts is what it is and maybe we can do this and get the retirement system would be one less problem that we would have and if we should do the amendment to the resolution any extra money that would go in could go back into the Industrial Park to be built up and if in the future it got to be too much we can always come in and amend it again. We pretty good at that.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  So the people would have to vote on it you do realize that.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  I know but I think it is a good thing that if we bring it to the people that they decide this issue you know not just us sit here and say this is the way we are going to correct it. We got good advice from two attorneys or a CPA and Attorney on what to do and if we bring it to the people and try to explain it to them this is to correct an ongoing problem and it will be for years until we can finally get it straightened out. That maybe we can pass this and it would be one less thing we will have to deal with for a while.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. Anybody else?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Well other than there was a statement made that we’ve been messing around with this for years and haven’t tried to fix it but as everyone knows we have attempted to fix it. There was two taxes that passed last year and one failed by twenty four votes so there has been an effort uh Mr. Fate in trying to fix this problem. Also my comment on uh it does need to be fixed and the money going back into the Industrial Park and someone mentioned could these funds be used for something else. Sewage and you said it could be used for sewage if it in the Industrial Park but there was a proposition that I was in it a couple of years ago back in the eighties, this is how we got our uh our neighborhood street fixed. Part of the fund came out of the Industrial Park so my thing is could we still not –I mean we might have to amend it later on we still not use part of those funds for Industrial Park I mean for our streets. I know we are dealing with our retirement and we need to deal with our retirement but just putting that on the table is an option.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: And I’d just like to say that the reason that the money is in there the million plus is because they couldn’t get ahold of it. We are using it as a parachute this time and it is going to be a while before it gets built back up to that amount. I say let it go back to the Industrial Park that is what the business leaders of yester year push for. That is what the people voted for and I think it would be wrong to rob it from here on out. If we don’t put it back into the general fund it will be a burden to the general fund for the years to come. That is just the voice of reason, I’m sorry but I can’t help it and I say let’s put it back in the Industrial Park.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM: I do too.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  And let it build up again and then like Oneita said and when it gets built up to that amount and we get the retirement burden lifted and the landfill lifted we can go to the public and piggy back on another election and say do ya’ll want to take some money out and pave some street?  Do ya’ll want to take some money out for recreation? But I say let’s build it up again and it will be a while before it gets to a million plus again. That is just me thinking out loud. Anybody else? Do I have a motion to amend the original proposal to read ---

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  I make a motion ---

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  We have to introduce the original---

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Okay I got my horse ahead of the cart. 

BY DAVID WOLF: First in order would be a motion to adopt the resolution in your packet.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Do I have a motion to adopt the original resolution?

BY COUNCILMAN KELLIS:  So moved. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  Seconded.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Okay roll call.

BY DAVID WOLF: No before you vote on that now you would need a seconded motion to amend the main resolution—to the alternative language.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I make a motion to amend the resolution to reflect the remaining funds will be return to the Industrial Park.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS: Seconded.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Roll call. 

	COUNCILMAN KELLIS…………………………..AYE
	COUNCILMAN IRVINE………………………….AYE
	PRESIDENT DRUMMOND…………………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS……………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES…………………….AYE
	VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS…………………………AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM……………….AYE

(MOTION CARRIED 7-0 TO AMEND THE RESOLUTION TO REFLECT THE REMAINING FUNDS WILL BE RETURN TO THE INDUSTRIAL PARK).

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM: I move that the resolution be adopted as amended.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Seconded.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Roll call. 

	


	COUNCILMAN KELLIS…………………..AYE
	COUNCILMAN IRVINE………………….AYE
	PRESIDENT DRUMMOND…………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS……….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES…………….AYE
	VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS…………………AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM……….AYE

(MOTION CARRIED 7-0 THAT THE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED AS AMENDED).

BY ALL COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Thank you Mr. Wolf.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  And Mr. Richard.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Next we have an Introduction of Ordinances the first one being by Councilman Irvine. 

BY COUNCILMAN IRVINE:

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the Mayor to enter into a contract with Willis Construction Company at George R. Carr Memorial Airport Runway 18 Obstruction Removal Part 2 State Project No. H.009382 for the City of Bogalusa. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Anyone from the public? Any council discussion?

BY COUNCILMAN IRVINE: This is a hundred percent paid by the State of Louisiana. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  It’s an introduction right?

BY COUNCILMAN KELLIS:  It is an introduction. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:   I stand corrected. Next we have Public Hearings & Adoptions by Vice-President Keys.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:

AN ORDINANCE to amend the City of Bogalusa Code Chapter 2 Administration by adding Art. VII providing for Administrative Adjudication for Code Violations and to provide for procedures and penalties.
I think that each of you all should have a copy of what is being voted on. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Does anyone from the public wish to speak on this? Is there any council discussion?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Yes I have council discussion. This particular ordinance I mean resolution more or less has been discussed---

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: It is an ordinance.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: and in the discussion of turning over our process from criminal to civil division of my main question is if we actually have the authority to do that as a council? And I did speak with per a meeting did speak with a Mr. Ratliff and a Mr. Joe Wasky (not sure of the spelling) at IBTS. These are the folks that will be taking over our code enforcement in which uh first of all we have to have the court in order. And I wasn’t certain that it was a Mayor’s Court or Administrative Court? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  I apologize. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Mayors Court or Administrative Court-Administrative procedures. Finding out its Administrating Hearings and I did pull Central Louisiana. Central has that same procedures that we are attempting to venture as well. I know that we need to get a handle on our blighted property and I know that there by four municipalities that I found four or five that have turned over to this particular procedure. In this procedure it does indicate that we would have a hearing officer and I asked uh IBTS if they would intercede with our -with our cleaning of our property and they said no that depends on the directed from the hearing officer. We would have to hire a contractor to come in and clean the property. I asked about liens and they indicated if the individuals or the violators not pay their company they would proceed with a lien for them. Hearing officers in Section 25:47 and I also talked to John Gallagher and Karen White-John Gallagher of Louisiana Municipal Association and Karen White which is the Attorney for the Municipal Association and she did advise me that it doesn’t matter if it is under the Larson Act if a Municipality is under the Larson Act or under a Home Rule Charter. She said it doesn’t matter. She did advise me on how it is expedited more under the Administrative Court procedure. And what else? What else? Uh she indicated that it was under titled that was under title 13 as well. Uh and as I said it has to be Administrative the Officer which will be appointed by the Mayor and I did go over some of the- let’s see-I went over some of the uh qualifications of the individual that would be appointed hearing officers under Section 5:247 Hearing Officers and uh appointed by the Mayor with confirmation by the Council. All hearing officers shall be sworn before the City Prosecutor to uphold the Constitution of the United States and so forth. The one that I asked her was a hearing officer cannot have been employed by or have been the legal representative of nor does business with the City or any of its departments or agencies within the two years of the employment of a hearing officer. So I was thinking in the selection of the hearing officer would it be considered our current City Attorney, Attorney Dale Branch or would it be someone else within that guys and----

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  It would be someone else because he works with us. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Right and then –

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  It won’t be Dale Branch. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Then the salary of this person you know that we have a lot of people that has the false and ramification of this some attorney’s  that has done business with us, some attorneys’ legal representatives that was my concern on the appointment of this ----

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Hoping to find and pay his salary. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  That will all come back to the council for approval. All of that needs to be changed the rule before we can get the help from them.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Now IBTS some of their guidelines and some of uh I want to say IBTS but this particular ordinance falls and have a civil –we have a civil –let’s see-ordinance that is on the books that address some of the same issues. We already in place uh talks about liens I think I mentioned that during our meeting. It talks about the exemptions and it is under Ordinance 1461 which was August 7, 1991. It talks about the liens for city costs. It is not as detailed as the one that's being introduced tonight but it is on the books. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Anymore council discussion? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM: Yes, the concept on this I understand is to move these violations from the criminal to the civil. All of these things are already in the criminal law and we have rules for it. As such I really have no problem and just moving it to a civil but there is one major hurdle law I can’t get across and that’s we going to have more people and we are in a crunch right now for finances. We are going to have to hire a hearing officer, a Director of permits and inspectors. I have been told this would pay for itself I’m not convinced it will. That is just me and I don’t think that putting it off until we are better financially shape to do it for a while. It is going to hurt anything that is my opinion. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Mr. President we don’t have any experts but what would be the total cost of transitioning this program including IBTS do you know?

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Most of it will be except the hearing officer will be in-house. We use the same clerks and inspectors but the only difference is if we can go before Judge Black it will go before a Hearing Officer. It is my understanding.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  But if we are adding the duties to present employees are we also raising their salaries? When they get extra duties?

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  They do the duties now. They write summons, they write citations, they do the paperwork.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  The one code enforcer?

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Yeah.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: This is the sixty forth parish we are one of the only one left with the criminal. What we currently have is not working. Why would we not try something different? Let’s try something different. Give it a year and if you don’t’ like it but right now we all have the same complaint of blight. And I ask for the chance to change that blight issue because we have a problem. I am going to on the 12th or 13th of this month five mayors was elected to go to the State and we were one of the cities chosen. We will meet with the State, DEQ all of them. They will give us a written plan for their own civil. IBTS is civil it is not criminal. Also too personally what I have followed through for instant the property next door of my grandmother’s house has been continued from April to September to December 9th. I am not pleased personally as a citizens much less as the Mayor of the City. We all see their blight problem. We hear about the rats and issues like that. Why not try something new. It is not currently working. If you don’t want to do it in a year change it back but get the opportunity to do it at least once so we all have the same problems. We all have the same complaint. We all have the same issues. What we currently have on the books is not working. It does not have upkeep and the sixty four parishes we are one of the only cities left with a criminal code. Why are we not at least try? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM: Where would the funding be generated from? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  Well we will have in-house for starters. The only thing to start would be an out source of a hearing officer. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  And who would pay for that what department? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  it would come out of public works department. Here is the thing, IBTYS is not going to cost the city more after meeting with Mr. Ratliff it is not going to cost the city and Mr. Drummond was in the meeting with what we are currently paying is what they assured us. If you don’t give me a chance to try something new we will just sit here and look how dirty these people’s yards are and how much blight we have in our city and what Mr. Kenny talked about and taking complaints about it or we can do something and try something different. We are currently aren’t or doing is not working. Property right next door to my grandmothers I won’t say the address but compliance twice after a hundred and eighty days we are right back where we were. Nothing is done the property look all-the people is disgusted. It is disgusting to everyone but the people that are living there.  

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: It is disgusting Mayor as you indicated but both Mr. Ratliff and his Director Zirauski (not spelled right) could not verify to me how many municipalities have switched over from criminal to civil. They advised me to call LMA which I did they came up with four cities Monroe, Baton Rouge, Zachery and Central. And Mr. Ratliff did say Central and they sent me the link to Central but to verify that all sixty four you know I kind of still need clarification on it. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: You want to say something?

BY FATE FERRELL:  1931 Dewitt Place. It is time for a change. I have been coming here talking about this blighted property through four administrations. I am sick and tired of talking about it. I’m sick and tired of looking at the property looking the way it looks. It is a disgrace to have company come here and looking the way this city is. It is not hard to make people clean their property up. It is an easy process. All you have to do is you got to want to do it. I don’t believe in the word can’t. You all shouldn’t believe in the word can’t. So let’s get together and change this crap. Change it- it is time to change it. It is time to stop talking about what we need to do-do it. Believe it-do it- that’s just what I believe in. That is the way I live. I want to do something I do it. Let’s stop all of this laying around not doing it. Move it because this process we got now is not working. Like I said this is the fourth administration that I have been fussing with fighting with. I sit here film all of these meetings just like you are doing for many years. Get up and talk about the same thing over and over. I’m tired of it. So let’s fix this problem. Thank you.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you.

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD: 414 Mississippi Avenue. I just want to say that the whole portion to decriminalize what we can- you know so just as a general principle making things that are civil matters. Criminal is really causing us in the direction from the president on down doing so I support anything that takes it out of the criminal and puts it where it belongs. Thank you. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Thank you. I’d just like to say I was in the meeting with David Ratliff and we took a windshield tour of Bogalusa and he was just appalled at the stuff that was allowed. If you go on Avenue C you would see for yourself. I stopped and got pictures and people outside they didn’t care. As long as the fines pay for the administrative officer I’m a hundred percent in favor of it because everybody else is doing it anyway. You already got an inspector, you already got clerks. They will keep they will be answering to the administrative that doesn’t have to worry about re-election that hands down a fine. So I was skeptical about it at first. I talked to Mr. Ratliff and now as long as the fines pays us I’m like the Mayor if it don’t work in a year we will change it back. What we got now is not working. Look around. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM: I have a question, I know it is city court in criminal matters but there is a state directive that limits the city judge from charging the fees because of indigent folks. Is that going to boil over into this matter too? That is why he doesn’t give fines. He puts them out on the street cleaning up because he can’t do it. Is that come over to the civil part too?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: That is a personal law suit. That is not an overall. That was an individual case. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM: Criminal or civil you talking about? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: What you are speaking of is he has a law suit.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: But they are holding it up in the courts.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  For individual. It wouldn’t be involved in this.

BY COUNCILMAN IRVINE:  I do want to get clarity here. So the IBTS will charge the same amount that thirty five thousand a year or what is it? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  I don’t know. It will come back to council bur first you ah veto change it. First you have to change the rule—

BY COUNCILMAN IRVINE:  I know that. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Then it will come back to the council before any of that happens. I don’t want to give you a number and come back with the wrong one. I don’t want to give you false information right now. I’m trying to tell you that ---

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  We would have to give permission to-----

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  We will have a contract to you before on that.

BY COUNCILMAN IRVINE: Here is my logit-we vote on this tonight and leave this in limbo that is what I am looking at. I mean with IBTS and this doesn’t work out that is what I am trying to say that the plan the whole plan of not cleaning up the city which I am I read this thing and I like it. I want to see us move forward with it. I just want to make a clarity to have enough money from Mr. Richard to reach his goal and the pension fund.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  What to get rid of him? I have plenty of money to pay the – I’m not trying to---

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Ya’ll hold your thoughts, she has got to change the CD. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM: Could I ask a question before we vote? Tonight is the first time I have heard IBTS, what is it and what are they supposed to do?

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  It’s a—alright we are back alive –it is a company that contracts through municipalities and it does their code enforcement. They do a variety of services but one of them is code enforcement. They ahv e a hearing officer that does their hearings.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: And he meets our qualifications in our ordinance?

BY PRESIDNET DRUMMOND:  Uh-huh. Yes.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM: Where is this group from?

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  They are out of Baton Rouge but they work in different cities. One of them is Central. But it is not etched in stone. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  I just wanted to say we can’t even use the company unless we are civil. The reason I’m going for the proposal that we are going for and this is going to be on the national level all the way to the local level. I was just asking for a chance.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  it was just my first time to hear the name of the company. I didn’t know what roll they were expected to play if it is put into place. That was my question. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  (Inaudible-microphone scratching). 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: The afternoon is institute for building technology and safety. That’s the acronym stands for. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  They go out and find the private properties too? Or do they just give their like our ordinance says anybody complain ---

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  I’m not certain about that but I do know what was attractive is that they have a thirty day period for individuals to take care of those fines. That is the part that’s kind of cut in half on respond from Baton Rouge. My question is would they be the actual enforcers of this program id they would actually enforce it because we have plenty of ordinances on the book that address this but the problem was enforcement. We really didn’t have anybody to enforce it. If they would actually enforce it and if we could see a physical change by contracting folks out you know to go and do our properties go clean up our properties and violators are made to pay their money back or whatever they actually enforce that then we will actually see something physical within our city.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS: It was my understanding that they would also enforce it. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM: How would they enforce it? You said they would enforce it how would they enforce it? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: (Both councilwomen talking at the same time). Send out letters –

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Then they put a lien on it. A tax lien. Any more council discussion? We have a motion? 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS: I make a motion that we adopt this ordinance as read.

BY COUNCILMAN KELLIS:  Second.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  Roll call.

	COUNCILMAN KELLIS………………….AYE
	COUNCILMAN IRVINE…………………AYE
	PRESIDENT DRUMMOND……………AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS………AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES……………AYE
	VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS………………..AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM……….AYE-m I am willing to try it for a year whatever it takes to make it work.

(MOTION CARRIED 7-0 AMEND THE CITY OF BOGALUSA CODE CHAPTER 2 ADMINSTRATION BY ADDING ARTICLE VII PROVIDING FOR ADMINSTRATIVE ADJUDICATION FOR CODE VIOLATIONS AND TO PROVIDE FOR PROCEDURES AND PENALTIED).

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Before we go any further on this resolution for the canvassing I inadvertently forgot to call for public participation I was reminded so I would like to at this time ask for public participation if anyone would like to speak on the canvassing and Mr. Wolf explained it pretty thoroughly but got to dot all of my t’s and cross all of my I’s. Okay no one from the public wants to speak. Next we will go to public participation. Debbie McCloud. 

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD:  414 Mississippi Avenue. Short and sweet early voting all week and Saturday 8:30 to 6:00. Everybody do your civic duty get out and vote for your preference. Take five it is really critical and important early voting this week so let’s get everybody out. Ask your friends, ask your neighbor, ask your aunt, ask your uncles get everybody out to vote. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. Next is Foots and he left and I hate that. Next is Fate Ferrell. He left. So we will move right on down to administrative remarks. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  Chief Bullen.

BY CHIEF BULLEN:  Good evening. First let me list here and with no input but haven’t even talked to anybody about it but when I look at my numbers every month I think it is a no brainer that you take it to the civil side and have somebody else here. I got just this month 138 arrests that they are going to deal with in two days or one day in court here in the city. So I see where it gets stalled from the criminal system divided up with all the criminal stuff that we have. Them things go on the back burner and I think we had a civil section just for that. I think things will move on a lot quicker. I do think we will have a success with it. So the month of October we had 1254 complaints, 138 arrest which is kind of low really low, 89 were misdemeanors which will be held right here in this court and 12 were felony, 28 were traffic related, 50 accidents for the month of October. That’s for stats. Ya’ll have a good night.

BY COUNCILMAN KELLIS:  Thank you Chief. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  I’d just like to add I want to thank the council for allowing us to at least try this because we all know what we have on the books is not working. IBTS said they would use local people in hiring for the City of Bogalusa if that makes sense that they would pay for their own (inaudible-low voice). I just want to say thank you I never come to you guys to change something or ask you to change this and I really appreciate to get the chance to try to get our blight situation because we all see that eye sore to be gone. I think it is also good that looking outside someone from the outside rather than us on the inside. Mainly because sometimes that gives a negative view point (inaudible- words running together). It’s legit. Thank you for the opportunity. (Inaudible- low voice) in prayers a lot passed away in the city and family members keep them in your prayers. Thank you all for coming. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. Councilman Irvine.

BY COUNCILMAN IRVINE:  I want to thank everybody for coming over here like Ms. McCloud said earlier I exercised my right to vote and early voted and got it out of the way. You never know when it might be raining on Election Day so go- go let’s go do it. I hope everybody is getting prepared for Thanksgiving and everything and plan ahead and I hope everybody be safe. Thank you. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Thank you. Ms. Councilwoman Kates.

[bookmark: _GoBack]BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Thank you everyone for coming out tonight. Thank you for those of you that are still here diligent for your patience on tonight. I want to lift up in prayer the Hall family, the Dubb Family, the McCowan family as well as the Smith Family and the passing of Ms. Rose Smith. Just want to keep those families up in prayer. I want to say thank you to I had a situation in the district where there was an individual that was hit by a car it has been a couple of weeks ago. I have submitted work orders to not because of how he was hit by the car why he was hit by the car but I have submitted work orders we have a sidewalk it is in that area on Austin Street to be cleaned up I have requested for it to be cleaned so folks will have a liable sidewalk to walk on. Also requested that the street itself Austin Street by 100 block down to the Austin Street Bridge that those pavement has been worn down and it makes the street really, really narrow so I would appreciate if Public Works do the job they were to do that. Even if it was widened folks still does not need to be walking you know in the street. We attended a walk tour on last year and it was addressed. There are some individual citizens that addressed it as well. So we are trying to move forward on it. Our condolences to their family but we are trying to move forward and get some things done to repair it. That is all that I have to say.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. Councilwoman Graham.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM: I would like to thank each and every one who came tonight and look forward to seeing you next meeting. As to the council and administration and Mr. Richard we have begun our steps on this journey we have to take to get our record and finances in order and it has been hard. We have to make some tough decisions but we have the capability of doing it. We just have to stay on top of it and watching over what we are doing and work for the betterment of our city. That is all I have thank you.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. Councilman Kellis.

BY COUNCILMAN KELLIS:  Thank everyone for coming out tonight. Chief your report, Mayor, Mr. Joey thank you for your input tonight. It was very helpful. We just need to get together on this resolution on this rededication. Got to get it before the city council has to with the city get the mayor and other staff and get this resolution taken care of with the rededication with this tax. We want to get it passed and we want to have a city. Thank ya’ll for coming out each and every one of you remaining. That shows that you do have a little bit of heart what goes on over all of this one particular thing. We do thank you. Have a blessed night.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. Councilwoman Douglas.

BY COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS:  First of all I would like to say good evening. Thank you all for coming and like Councilman Kellis says thanks for the Lawyer to just be here. Also I would like to thank Mr. Richard and Mr. Bullen for their reports. I want to give thanks to the Police Department, the Fire Department also to the city I sponsored not sponsored I headed up a festival at my church and these three police, fire and the city they were there and I do really and truly appreciate this. Also I would like to give condolences to Mr. James Hall. Also asking everyone don’t forget to vote and last I would like to pay everyone to help me wish our Vice-President a Happy Belated Birthday. 

BY ALL MEMBERS: Happy Belated Birthday Vice-President. (Applause). 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. Okay birthday girl.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  Thank you for the birthday wishes. I want to thank ya’ll for coming out tonight and as all of the other council shared the bereave families I want to add Mr. Hall and his sons family. You have our continued prayers in the loss of Justin. On Monday, November 11th you will Bogalusa will have a day of service out in the Cemetery doing some work well work that Teddy and his crew didn’t complete. Weeding and replacing the flag on the veterans plot. So it will be alright to join us and will get with me ----

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  And that is the 11th?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KEYS:  Yes another opportunity that will be done out there. I want to say go vote.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  And I would like to say thank you and I would just like to say that i had a young man that had to do community service worker and I was trying to save the city some bologna sandwiches so I got out there on and worked with him and I tell you it was very rewarding. I enjoyed it and talked to him and pepped him up a little bit and kept him from going to jail. So I feel like I done two votes that day. It is real rewarding. You ought to get involved with some of these young kids and you could be the difference between then going to jail or going into the military. Get into a young person’s life you don’t have to know them I didn’t know him before that day. So I would like to encourage ya’ll to get involved. I just like to thank everybody for coming out and I’m going to keep it short and sweet we have been here long enough. You got something else? 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  Council if you could the people that was appointed by the Mayor for the Cemetery Board we needs to make the first meeting. So if we could get a list or the phone numbers I don’t mind getting with them and for the first meeting and hopefully they can make it. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Alright with that said: meeting adjourned. 









