		   

			BOGALUSA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
				          MINUTES
				          TUESDAY
		      	         JULY 16, 2019   5:30 P.M.

PRESIDING:	WENDY O’QUIN PERRETTE, MAYOR
		STACY SMITH, DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION
		DALE BRANCH, CITY ATTORNEY
PRESENT:	COUNCILMAN IRVINE
		PRESIDENT DRUMMOND
		COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS
		COUNCILWOMAN KATES
		VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS
		COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM
		COUNCILMAN KELLIS
ABSENT:	NONE
BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  I call the Bogalusa City Council Meeting to order. I will give the Invocation led by followed by the Pledge.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Led the Invocation.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Roll call.
	
	COUNCILMAN IRVINE…………………………………..HERE
	PRESIDENT DRUMMOND……………………………..HERE
	COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS………………………..HERE
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES……………………………..HERE
	VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS………………………………….HERE
	COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM………………………..HERE
	COUNCILMAN KELLIS…………………………………..HERE

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Next we usually have the approval of the minutes but they are not quite ready so we are going to skip over that and go all the way down to number six Adoption of Resolutions. The first one is:

A RESOLUTION for Section 504 Grievance Procedure.
Anyone in the public wish to comment? Any council comment? 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  With there being none I make a motion that we adopt the resolution.

BY COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS:  Seconded.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Roll call.

	COUNCILMAN IRVINE………………………………AYE
	PRESIDENT DRUMMOND………………………...AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS…………………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES………………………….AYE
	VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS………………………………AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM…………………….AYE
	COUNCILMAN KELLIS……………………………… AYE

(MOTION CARRIED 7-0 FOR SECTION 504 GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE).

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: 

A RESOLUTION expressing the intent of the City of Bogalusa to use its Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan for Louisiana Community Development Block Grant (LCDBG) Programs, adopted August 3, 2010, which is still in effect for the city’s fiscal year 2019 LCDBG and all future Programs until time as the requirements for the plan changes under the LCDBG Program.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Anyone in the community in the public wish to comment? 
BY DEBBIE McCLOUD:  414 Mississippi Avenue. Just information again. I have never heard of this program and I’ve looked it up online and tried to get familiar with what it is but I have no idea how it is implemented in Bogalusa and how it is used and I would just like some information about how you guys are using it now?

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Alright Mr. James you want to give us some-----

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  See if anybody else wants questions answered then he will come answer them.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Anybody else from the public?

BY GWENDOLYN FRANCIS:  1504 Columbia Street. This resolution is this resolution in referring to like relocating people if you are going into a development or what? Because I was I am not familiar with it 2010 ruling.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  It is more about relocating in the works being done. So that they can do the work is my understanding.

BY GWENDOLYN FRANCIS:  Relocating when they do what kind of work?

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Whatever the grants are allowing. Whether it is sewer, water or whatever.

BY GWENDOLYN FRANCIS:  Alright now are we talking about grants too? So is that for development like what is going on now with the plans that they doing with the projects relocating people?

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  No it is separate all together. 

BY GWENDOLYN FRANCIS:  Okay maybe Mr. Hall can ---thank you.

BY JAMES HALL:  Good evening, both of these resolutions have to do with the sewer grant we got for 1.4 million dollars. This is a program that we get federal money no matter what you are doing you have to pass these resolutions about the one they can have grievance, handicapped. This would be like in the olden days when the water use to run up under your house and if you had to change it out we would have to move you out to change the line. And if they relocate you that would be the cities job to pay to move you, do the work and put you back. You would have to agree to all of these. Like I was telling Ms. Kates the other day this is like step three. We got ten more steps to do before they will accept us. If you do all of the steps in a roll like they have when it comes time for the grant I hope to have everything done. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Alright. Is there any council discussion?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  The only discussion that I have is that I did take a look at the law 57606 Displacement location at position and placement of housing and to just give a definition of displaced person it says for the purpose of paragraph B in this section the term displaced person means any person family individual business, non-profit organization or farm that moves from real property or move from his/her personal property from real property permanently or voluntary as a direct result of rehabilitation, demolition or acquisition for activity assistance under this part. A permanent or voluntary move for and assisted activity includes permanent move from real property. And also to answer your question additionally Ms. Francis of the public housing entity and the City of Bogalusa they are like separate entities so no it would not have anything with that particular project. That is my findings, I did check with Bogalusa City Housing Authority today on that as well. I did have a question in our packet included Fair Housing Assurance uh I’m presuming it is part of one of those resolutions Division of Administration that the recipient of Louisiana Community Development Block Grant Funds. There has been no findings made or opened plans with HUD. I just want to clarify currently there are no findings or complaints filed with HUD came from the City of Bogalusa at this time? There is no findings or complaints?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  No.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Okay I wanted to clarify that and I also indicated that we were receiving in 2019 grant. I did look at the Office of Community Development which they have not posted the 2019 grant at this time. So is it pertaining to of the new you know you and I Mr. Hall talked the other day the new grant which will total for that entire community more or less is that correct?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  Yes that is correct.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  And that is total 2 million? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  I don’t know right on top of my head. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  If not I do stand corrected. Okay I am going to apply for two million as well. That is all the questions. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Anymore council discussion?

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  There being none I move we accept it.

BY COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS:  Seconded.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Roll call. 

	COUNCILMAN IRVINE……………………..AYE
	PRESIDENT DRUMMOND………………..AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS…………..AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES…………………AYE
	VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS……………………..AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM……………AYE
	COUNCILMAN KELLIS………………………AYE

(MOTION CARRIED 7-0 EXPRESSING THE INTENT OF THE CITY OF BOGALUSA TO USE ITS RESIDENTIAL ANTI-DISPLACEMENT AND RELOCATION ASSISTANCE PLAN FOR LOUISIANA C OMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (LCDBG) PROGRAMS, ADOPTED AUGUST 3, 2010, WHICH IS STILL IN EFFECT, FOR THE CITIES FISCAL YEAR 2019 LCDBG AND ALL FUTURE PROGRAMS, UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PLAN CHANGES UNDER THE LCDBG PROGRAM).

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Next we have no Introduction of Ordinances so we will skip down to Public Hearings & Adoption of Ordinances. An Ordinance by Councilman Kellis.

BY COUNCILMAN KELLIS:

AN ORDINANCE to amend Ordinance No. 1164 providing for sanctions to compel attendance by council members at council meetings.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Is there anyone from the public that would like to speak on this ordinance? Anyone from the council? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: The only question that I have with this is within the language number four, any member may be excused for arriving late and leaving early due to work related schedules. And I’m looking also at our Chapter one rules and procedures indicates in reference to and no pond intended to the president’s duty reside at all sections of the council so open each section of the council by taking the chair and calling the members to order. So I guess my question in that particular instance if not present at all and absent from the entire meeting because it says about excuse and arriving late and leaving early but if it’s the entire meeting that particular position, that particular position addressed will that uh be voted upon? 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  I’m not following you on your question.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Okay, say for instance if it says any member may be excused arriving late and leaving early due to work related schedules. So if an individual does not attend a meeting at all and they are completely absent would that be subjected to a vote by well approval by the vice-president and president and will it be voted upon by the entire council? And that is if a person misses the entire meeting. Not late, not early but misses the entire meeting.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  If it is one of these reasons why would you vote? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  No what I am saying the reason actually isn’t listed on here at all. It doesn’t wait a minute, hold on. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  I see no need to vote on if one of these reasons cover it. 

BY COUNCILMAN KELLIS:  If we were to miss, excuse me Mr. President, you wouldn’t miss a council meeting that is not covered if anyone of these five different topics listed under it being ordained in the first five subjects then you would have a reason to complain about something. But if you are missing because of one of these reasons it is already covered.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  You are covered---

BY COUNCILMAN KELLIS:  But if you are missing because of one of these reasons it is already covered. I’m telling you if you got a job and you are at work for some reason you can’t get off and be here by 5:30m but you get here at ten minutes until six you are excused automatically.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Right, I understand that but if the entire if the entire council meeting is missed in that instance.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  It is still covered under one of these five things.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  I don’t see that.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  It is not covered a work schedule absence I think is what she is saying -

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: right absence.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  The words schedule absence is not covered under these five. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Right at all.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM: We will have to amend it some way.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  It is up to council now that is one thing we can do is go ahead and pass it and amend it to include –

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Absences total absences.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Total absence due to work. Because like during the down I don’t have a choice. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  I understand.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  There is no leaving earlier or getting late.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I noticed that particular area is not covered.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  I’m glad you did. Okay I’m making a side note number 6. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM: There being no further discussion I move this ordinance be adopted.

BY COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS: Seconded.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Roll call.

	COUNCILMAN IRVINE………………………..AYE
	PRESIDENT DRUMMOND…………………..AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS……………..AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES…………………..AYE I do vote yes considering for the record that it will be amended. 
	VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS………………………..AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM………………AYE
	COUNCILMAN KELLIS…………………………AYE

(MOTION CARRIED 7-0 TO AMEND ORDINANCE 1164 PROVIDING SANCTIONS TO COMPEL ATTENDANCE BY COUNCIL MEMBERS AT COUNCIL MEETINGS).
BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Now I would like to make a motion to amend this ordinance.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Seconded.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  I would like the wording added to miss the entire meeting due to work schedule. I got to get a roll call for the amendment I’m sorry. We have a motion.

BY COUNCILMAN IRVINE:  I make the motion.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  I seconded to amend it.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Roll call.

	COUNCILMAN IRVINE………………………….AYE
	PRESIDENT DRUMMOND…………………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS……………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES…………………….AYE-Did you indicate the wording? (President Drummond: This is for the amendment. Next we will do the wording).
	VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS………………………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM………………..AYE
	COUNCILMAN KELLIS…………………………..AYE

(MOTION CARRIED 7-0 TO AMEND THE AGENDA).

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  I would like to add the wording to miss the entire meeting due to work schedule. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS:  Seconded.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Point of order, Mr. President what I actually meant is if the entire work schedule is missed if it would be voted upon well approved first of all by the president or vice-president and then voted upon by the entire council because it is an entire absence. Not as one of the reasoning’s why.   

BY COUNCILMAN KELLIS:  You are wanting to get permission to miss the meeting due to work----

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  The entire work schedule yeah. And voted upon by the council.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  I think we should just add the wording to miss the entire meeting due to the work schedule.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  I don’t agree with that.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  You have the right to vote no.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Right. It is defeating the purpose of uh compelling members to come to the meeting. In fact 1164 let’s see where is it at, 1164 yeah Ordinance 1164 on November 1984 states it sanctions any council-any council absent without good cause from a regularly scheduled meeting council meeting shall forfeit one-half of his/her monthly. Now we did change that to one-tenth of forfeiting. But that is if that particular uh siting in that section in that ordinance indicated without good cause and that is what we have decided upon today what would be the causes in those first four first five reasoning’s. But that’s missing I don’t agree with that, it is missing an entire council meeting without being approved by the council. 

 COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  If we add number six that would be a good reason.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  That would be a good reason.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  An excuse reason. It would become excused reason. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  I’m not saying it is not a good reason I’m saying it should be voted upon by the council. Because it is an entire meeting.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  Put it in the ordinance that it is a reason that they may be excused that is all we have to do.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  For an entire---

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Yes.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Well I don’t agree with that. The entire council meeting.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  If you will let somebody miss a whole meeting for a vacation I think work is a good cause. So you have the right to vote no against it.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Yeah. You are absolutely correct. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Roll call. 

	COUNCILMAN IRVINE……………………AYE
	PRESIDENT DRUMMOND………………AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS…………AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES………………NAY
	VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS…………………..AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM…………AYE
	COUNCILMAN KELLIS……………………AYE for that but I do understand what you are saying Ms. Kates and I think we can address that after the meeting and discuss a little more with a little bit more understanding together about why someone will have to be voted upon at that time when you miss more days like when I am at work and I have to miss, I have to miss because of my job and I understand what you are talking about but that is why I would say yes to this at this time but I am taking yours under consideration).

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Next we come to Public Participation. Mr. T. ”Foots” Quinn.

BY TERRY “FOOTS” QUINN: 220 Beall Street. I can’t help but mention what ya’ll just talked about and wasn’t really my thing but 10% in the shape Bogalusa is in to punish a person that don’t come to the meeting. I would like to ask this too, I love a strong mayor, and I love Stacy, all of these over here Mr. Branch, Mr. Public Works shouldn’t they be sanctioned too not showing up especially Wendy. A strong mayor, we got a strong mayor just don’t come. Shouldn’t that be included? I think we should up the any more than ten percent for everybody not just ya’ll. That is what I recommend I’m not on the council or anything but that is what I would recommend. What I came here to talk about I keep on talking about Hwy 3241 which where it is going is just dumping money in a dug well. I don’t know anybody that moved from Bogalusa to St. Tammany knows where it is going that thinks it is a good idea to run it out there nowhere. Bogalusa people knows where it is supposed to go, they said they would never use it, I will never use it. Already got a route to 1088 a lot shorter route there is a turtle out there so I will go catch the dang turtle if that is their problem. They fix that everywhere else, called for St. Tammany but Bogalusa we ain’t got enough voters sorry. I wish we could direct these funds to our retirement people. If we could do that, I know it is going to be hard that is Malinda and Beth’s ballgame to petition the legislature like a year ago to help Bogalusa get out of the problem that we are in and we know that has been going on a long time. Not Wendy your fault, my fault or anybody’s. It has been going on a long time but if we can get some of that money we would fix that. We have 600,000 dollars surplus in the general fund we not that bad off. Put that in the retirement fund the biggest being put over our head. I just mentioned this you know I don’t vote for new taxes especially on that. I think good ole New York Life didn’t go belly up, didn’t pay my pension. They not going to New York State and tax people so they can keep paying it same thing. It is tax needed to pay this the people thirty five years ago, thirty two years ago all of that been going on for a long time. I wish ya’ll could just consider that the part about transferring the money is going to be hard. I hope somebody will have the guts to stand up to work on that. I thank ya’ll for listening to me, amen.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Thank you. Next Mr. Miller.

BY JOEL MILLER:  532 Austin Street. Good evening. First I would like to say I want to thank ya’ll for making an improvement on the street in front of our sleepy little church however I think it still needs a little bit more attention but it is greatly improved from what it were. Next I want to meet ya’ll for the board that the Sewer and Water Board that ya’ll put on. I would like to know how did ya’ll go about getting these people did you vote on them or did you just choose them and brought it forth to the council to get them to a seconded vote on it? Vote to accept them in. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  All the council members had a choice. They are not nominated.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  A constituent from their district.

BY JOEL MILLER: Okay.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  And that is in accordance with the Sewer and Water Board Commission guidelines. The mayor too and each council one.

BY JOEL MILLER:  Alright so you got like six, seven people on the board? If two goes against a person and there is a full (inaudible) person you will go along with that the one that is vote in favor of the one that –

BY PRESDIENT DRUMMOND:  The majority vote. 

BY JOEL MILLER:  The reason I asked because I was concerned about a board that I was promised with Housing Authority Board. I didn’t ask for the Sewer Board but I was told that when it came to me being on the Sewer and Water Board there was two members from the City Council against me because I had a delinquent water bill or because I had an outstanding balance with the Ethic Board which don’t embarrass me because the Ethic Board got me wrong. The water bill somebody was miss informed because I always paid my water bill. I have been on the Board of Directors of Legal Aid for twenty something years and they never held nothing like that against me for serving because of you being delinquent. I don’t care what goes on here in Bogalusa but they didn’t hold anything against me for being on the board so I would like to know what two was against me on that. Man or woman. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Mr. Joel you said this is the housing? This was the Housing Authority Board?

BY COUNCILMAN IRVINE:  No the Board of Appeals he is talking about.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  No he said something about the Housing Authority.

BY JOEL MILLER:  Housing Authority. Yes I was promised.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Now I don’t know or recall ever Housing Authority Board coming before the council.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  Neither do I.

BY COUNCILWOOMAN KATES:  Ever I mean not since this new –anybody else—so I don’t recall –the Charter indicates that you do have to bring the boards before the council in public meeting.

BY JOEL MILLER:  I thought so. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:   Not in a public meeting, so I don’t recall that.

BY JOEL MILLER:  Okay, thank you I was told a lie.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  We did not vote on anybody, each council person just brought up a name and there was no vote on it.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  He’s referring only to the Housing Authority not the Board of Appeals.

BY COUNCILMAN IRVINE:  He said about the water bill and that is why it caught my attention. 

BY JOEL MILLER:  I may mentioned the sewer board too because I was told to me otherwise. I didn’t apply for either one but I asked for ----

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  You was promised ---

BY JOEL MILLER:  Right and it was vacant at the time and it was brought to me saying the Board Members disapproved me because of the delinquent water bill one time or two. Because I had an outstanding balance but I hate to do it but you got me wrong I’m still working on that. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Look it is not what ---

BY COUNCILMAN IRVINE:  It is the Board of Appeals there that is making up the Board of Appeals. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  That’s not---

BY COUNCILMAN KELLIS:  That’s not what he is talking about. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  It’s not he is not talking about the Board of Appeals.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  We didn’t have to vote on the Board of Appeals as council members. Each person appointed a constituent to that board and in reference to that Housing Authority Board we have no knowledge of anything regarding that.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Right.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS: Maybe that was before our time.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: No Housing Authority appointments have come before us to my knowledge.  

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  The last person I recall is Mr. Genola Walker. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  That is something we have no knowledge about. 

BY JOEL MILLER:  Really good, I had this in reference of my mayor. They be making good progress. You got when you in power you supposed to make decisions don’t you got some dictating to use it the right way to help support ya’ll alright you got someone you want to cut out a lot of people say they are going to support you. The only thing they are doing is makes you look bad when it is time to be reelected they the ones you want in position. Thank you.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. Next Ms. Susan Williams.

BY SUSAN WILLIAMS: 1618 Adams Street. The ditches on 1600 Adams Street have trees growing in them. Nobody comes and cleans them. The trees are about that high in there. If they don’t come they will be as high as a house. I just wanted you to know. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Thank you.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Mary Daughty.

BY MARY DAUGHTY:  1016 North Roosevelt Street. I am here because I have been complaining, complaining, complaining. I can’t get anything done. I’ve been calling Rodney McGehee for the last three or four weeks about a tree that fell in my yard from next door. It fell on my fence, tore my fence up, a little of the corner of my house-broke my house. I gave him the ladies address and he supposed to send her a letter. I don’t know if he sent it or not. Now I am being bothered with snakes and rats and all of this stuff coming up in my house which I have never had and never heard from him. The guy that rents the house his name is Robert Magee. I gave him his name and phone number. He said he is going to contact him, I don’t know if he did or not. So I still got this problem. And also there is a hole in front of my house been there about three weeks or longer. Nobody came and done nothing. I came and complained, they said they was coming out, nobody came and the hole is getting bigger and bigger. Something needs to be done. I’m a tax payer like anybody else. Something needs to be done and especially about that tree in my yard just lying there. So that is why I am here.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Ms. Mary Ann is the cone still in front of your house or the guards that was there? They still at your house they haven’t report---

BY MARY DAUGHTY: People are running into it and knocking it down.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  The hole itself isn’t---

BY MARY DAUGHTY:  It‘s getting bigger. Something needs to be done. It really does. 
BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  Is this a sink hole or pothole?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  It’s a well it’s probably a pothole now it’s a sinkhole about 3 to 4 inches diameter and probably about six feet not six feet probably about six inches or seven inches deep and it is a problem. I have submitted work orders. They came once and put a cone and they knock over the cone, she says they knocking the cone off into the street. They came and put—

BY MARY DAUGHTY: Asphalt and it went straight on through. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  It went straight on through yeah so it maybe possibly a sewage issue that is causing it but it is a problem. The kids are playing and one lady almost fell in the hole one day. I called myself and I did speak with Mr. McGehee on it and he was going to write a ticket to the property owner and I did request of him to keep me abreast of what is going on so I’m still following up on that as well. 

BY MARY DAUGHTY:  Yes because the property owner came over there and I had a friend girl at my house and she asked him when was he going to get the tree out he said no he not going to do anything. It is up to me. I don’t think it is up to me it came from over there. Then he went back trying to cover it up because the tree was on my fence and tore my fence up and part of my house and it is still in my yard and he said he isn’t going to do anything. So I don’t know if Rodney McGehee talked to him or what. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Yeah we did think the courts would be the best revenue. I have been in contact with the property owner myself –what state is she located in? Georgia? Yeah in Georgia. She has photos and everything. We are trying to leave it up to the courts but I will follow up on it again Ms. Mary. 

BY MARY DAUGHTY:  Well something needs to be done I can’t be running from snakes and rats. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Um huh we talked about that too.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Thank you.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Next Debbie McCloud.

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD:  414 Mississippi Avenue. Kind of ironic because I was going to do is things gets mentioned and then they just kind of goes in nowhere land. So I thought I would follow up on a couple of things that we had talked about in the past that I have not heard about. The first one is the cemetery board. I know that it was brought up and was saying we were waiting on the mayor and the mayor wasn’t here and that was the last that I heard of it. So this is one of those things that falls through the cracks and I would like to know where it stands. The second thing is to Mr. Drummond there was no public participation prior to a vote and this has happened a couple of times.  It is a problem maybe the Vice-President can kind of keep track of that and nudge him to do that before ----

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Which one?

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD: you vote on things. You know because this has happened a couple of times now and that was something that I would have wanted have input on. Sometimes it isn’t a big deal but we do need to follow the rules and that is the rule that there is public participation prior to every vote and it didn’t happen and I personally I think that maybe that nullifies the vote if you don’t follow procedures but I don’t know. You know so kind of have a heads up to work on that and maybe you can help him with that.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  What subject matter was that?

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD:  Excuse me.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  Which subject matter? 

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD:  It was about the approval of ---

BY COUNCILMLAN KELLIS:  Sanctions?

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD:  Yes. Yeah, yeah it went from one resolution right to the next you know and I guess you figures we asked for the public comments on that resolution you know but I don’t think it accomplishes all of the resolutions to be taken one at a time to allow public comments you know and there wasn’t that pause to do that so that happens and you get going but that is part of the law of the land public comments so I wanted to remind you of that. If he is getting ahead of himself maybe you can nudge him or something like that before you guys vote on it. Third thing ---

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  See how easy it is to forget stuff.

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD:  Well yeah so I get it you know if I was sitting there I probably would do the same thing. I’m not attacking you I’m just saying that that is the law and you do need to follow it and you can help him but I do remember. The next one on my list is we were going to have a town hall and that is another big gaping hole and it fell in the hole too so. But I am concerned about the cemetery board we had some really invested people in it and I noticed they are not coming anymore because we didn’t respond and follow through and I seen it happen before. So I would like the status of the cemetery commission and why this hasn’t been done? I don’t know so I’m just going to start following up on this stuff that falls through the cracks here so ---

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  Ms. Debbie I will speak a little to that. I’m not aware of any board being officially appointed and I did meet with the mayor on it at the last meeting. I had some vacation time in between and hadn’t been able to follow up on that but that is a priority to get that board appointed and up and running and established.

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD:  It’s been over a year.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS: Yeah ---

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD:  We have the people I just don’t understand why it is not happening. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Well I can tell you a little bit ---I can tell you a little bit about it uh, the cemetery board there were people that would very and still interested in it and for what I understand a cemetery board itself uh, uh the members were uh forwarded for approval for announcement then there was a uh block in it whereas the cemetery board well the cemetery would be under the uh the uh Capital Improvement Committee and uh from last that is the last I heard of it. Uh I did uh forward a uh overview of how the Cemetery Board itself did not relate to the Capital Improvement and uh that’s where I am perhaps---

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  You had appointed a cemetery committee and there is already a cemetery board. It just needs to be updated. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Okay. There- no- I didn’t appoint they were volunteers for the cemetery committee. There was already commission.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  You can’t make a committee-council committee.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Excuse me.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  I said we can’t just make up another council committee.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Oh these were only volunteers for the cemetery not a committee. These are volunteers.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  If you will follow up I will have a report for you by the next council meeting. 

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD:  Okay, I really would like that. I mean I hate to waste volunteers. I hate to----

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Same here.

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD:  lead people and that discourages the participation again you know. We get people who are willing to stand up and time and money their money and invest in the city and we don’t respond and follow through on their eagerness to participate we lose and we discourage them for the next thing you know. So I think it is really critical the council pay attention someone comes up and says I care about this issue and I want to be involved and we don’t respond and we fail. Same thing with the town hall you know when you don’t follow up on that it looks like you just giving lip service to the notion that you want city participation and to the notion that you care about what constituents care about. You know so I’m going to try to help you remember these things that falls through the cracks. So hopefully I will hear better news next week. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  Ms. McCloud let me say this in lieu of the town hall meetings and why you are waiting. I encourage all of the constituents to meet one on one with your council member. Sometimes it is hard to gather a town hall meeting but that is in the future to host town hall meetings but it is just a matter of having something to report out. As you know we are trying to get settled with the administrator and see where things are going. A lot of us is still have question marks about things to that we are trying to get answered. So we have to be informed and get the knowledge to be able to communicate that to the constituents. However please come to me or your council member one on one to get any questions or any concerns answered.

BY DEBBIE McCLOUD:  I always talk to my council member. I talked to her almost weekly and I don’t think that is an issue and the people are concerned about a town hall that was not an issue. Again you know you said that you know first we were new and we were getting used to it, now it is because of the administrator and that is one of the things that they would like to hear about so you know there is always been an excuse so again I’m not going to argue with you I’m just going to keep bringing it up you know----

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  It is not arguing, what we want to do is provide clarity and again we never set an established date of a town hall meeting but we do plan to host them in the future and the date is not set in stone. Whenever we have one set we will notify you. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Next we have Administrative Remarks.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  Prepare for the worst and pray for the best that we are spared on the storm and that we are continued to be spared. We are still in our quadrant clean-up. Ms. Daughty that tree that fell has been sited and is at this time it is in the court system and that is what the city can do. Also pertaining to Ms. Keys and the cemetery board she did come to me and we are set to meet in fact we are meeting tomorrow on the matter but not pertaining to this but she came to me actually back in June pertaining to this. It wasn’t the volunteers who’s for the board all weren’t equally shared with council people. Town hall meetings as your mayor I have done several, I have done a total of five. They were five flops they even had someone mediate them. It was a show a dog and pony show for the same individuals to come to the meeting and to complain and not to bring any solutions or anything to help with it for that matter.  It wasn’t anything positive coming from it and became—we have more people at our city council meeting which is a blessing and this is your community and we encourage you to come out and be involved in your community but to have a town hall meeting to expect men and women to get up every day to serve our city at six a.m. get off at two and to come in for a council meeting at six –five thirty nobody ----

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  There is always an excuse.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  Nobody makes a lot of money here. You think that you going to make everybody come and I’m going to pay somebody to come in and mediate if I come and stand I’m not going to fight back and forth with you repertoire wise. If you distribute the information I would like to give it to you, I have no problem doing so but we can do it right here in our council meetings. The people is televised it’s something that everybody here is already for it. Look how many people is here. When we were having town hall meetings it was less people than this. So I mean it says a lot and the council members outweighs the audience members when we had them. Ms. Kates and Mr. Drummond both were part of those meetings. Complete training course this weekend we have Police and Pals Day. It was rescheduled, it is this Saturday from 11:00 to 3:00 at Goodyear Park. They are going to have a complete training course to become future officers, have lunch, give a way’s, jumpers and more including kids verses police competitions, and child safety seats, insulating, dressed up in your best police officer attire to win their prize, activities for ages 3-12. Free bag of lunches for attendees. We still in our quadrant clean up and guys if you do have a problem in your district contact-we all know these streets are bad. That is not isolated to one neighborhood to say that one street is worse than another, they are all bad that is the truth isn’t it? I mean it is what it is I mean it is what it is. We are up for approve this council has approve for a 4.2 million dollar street overlay, we are going to start with our arteries in town and our veins trickle into the neighborhoods but we going to get these main streets and overlay so our businesses can come in but that is in the works and has been voted on by the council. We are waiting on a job number from DOTD but I’m not going to tell you a date as your Mayor that those trucks are going to be out there tomorrow. When they are coming and we have that sign number that is when we will announce they are here to do the streets and sorry for our progress inconvenience and for being out of my ritual route. But we are excited, we have a great council here and we are working well together and with our fiscal administrator he is here helping us with this retirement issue. I think Bogalusa is on a brink of a renaissance period. Some of these issues that come about in every city. Drugs, poverty, blight, blight number one word, you can go every house and find something wrong with it including my own. I’m laughing because I’m thinking of my own poor fence but every house is got a violation to it. None of us is perfect but we are working on it. It didn’t get this quick- it didn’t look this bad overnight it is just deteriorating it is. Guess what when we send a notice out and say paint your house, people freak out and go to facebook and like to talk about it and make it a derogative statement. When we set the bar, do we just fluctuate at the bar or do we just-the rules are set. It is not my rule, the bar is set. So if you are going to implement the rules and you say you got to paint your house don’t get ticked at me when the house has got to be painted. You ain’t got the money you said what? Wendy starting to enforce the rules, you ask for it, don’t complain for when they come knock on your door but I see a lot of that and I don’t ever say anything derogatory.  I just ask that you come back next week at our next council meeting. Wish our Post 313 team well, next week they are going to Arkansas, wish those young men the best. Colonel Miller’s crew is going. And I just want to say thank you all for coming out. Continue to be involved in your community whether you like any of us or don’t like us this is your city too. Be here or be square I guess. Thank you.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND: Thank you. Next council discussion, Councilman Irvine.

BY COUNCILMAN IRVINE: I want first to address Ms. Susan Miller about the request the ditch at 1600 block of Adam Street. Ms. William I’m sorry. Ms. Williams thank you Councilwoman Kates. First off I am aware of the ditches over in District E and I’m talking about all of them. We have some in the main quadrant right now that has twenty foot high bushes. And Mr. Hall is working on a quadrant in our quadrant clean up. We are in line to get the ditches and all of that mowed and grass out of them and litter out of them we are in line. I have filled out work orders he’s got them some of the work orders, I will put this down too. I have been riding around and filling them out. There is enough ditches right now that has little trees and all that is growing out of them and I am aware of them. I wasn’t aware of it in your area and I am aware of it now and I will ride over there. I have been riding street by street and it takes time consuming because there are so many different ditches and stuff. I will add this to the work orders. We are doing a quadrant our quadrant cleanup is what they are doing right now. Every time we have a storm or disaster it pushes them back a day or two. I know every council person sitting up here wanting them you know to get it all cleaned up but we are all on top of that so anyway. Also one last thing I want to tell you, I know we came out of the storm okay, everybody but do keep your disaster kits and food on hand. You can get some of them dollar meals you know the dry meals and stuff like that can mix. Everybody knows about Vienna sausage and potted meat and everything. The thing is that do keep your disaster kit, you can go to Dollar Tree and form you a kit at least for three to five days, always keep your disaster kit on hand. You never know if it is a hurricane or a tornado. Anyway I hope all will be safe. Thank you very much for expressing your concerns tonight and we did make notes of them. Thank you very much. God bless each and everyone here.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you Mark. Councilwoman Kates.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Good afternoon everyone. We need your continued prayers. Just thank you for coming out tonight. Thank you for your undivided attention. Mr. Miller I have a note on your comment about Housing Authority Board. Once again no knowledge of it and I do know when there is an appointment it should be done publically with all council members voting. There should not be any promises made certainly not in reference to any board. I don’t know what happened there. In reference to the cemetery board I did hear a comment you made about equally there were not equally shared the volunteers. Well according to the Cemetery Board Commission each commission let me make this known uh is governed in a different light. That particular mission was only called for volunteers. It did not call for council members to appoint from their district. It was volunteers. That is what was announced that is what came forth volunteers. That is not fair to shove those people out because they were interested people from the beginning over a year as Ms. McCloud indicated. I want to say once again during our District A Cleanup Day Saturday June 29th we discovered urban what I called urban nuisances snakes, rats, raccoons, possums everywhere. I have submitted work orders. It is beginning to be a snake and rat epidemic seriously. Neighbors was calling me watch the rats going back and forth across the street. Do we have any type of safe guard in place Mr. Hall on snake pest control? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  There is no snake pest patrol in the City of Bogalusa, we don’t have that. No other city has that. We are doing good to keep the signs and street lights on.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Thank you this is exactly why I am reaching out to other resources because I do not I would hate to see someone get hurt. I know it is probably in other districts as well but especially in certain parts of the Poplas Quarter area snakes and rats. Snakes and rats crawling from all areas needs assistance badly. I want to talk a little bit about the census id you I have some flyers over by the job about the census if you call the 855-562-2020 number for the Census Bureau and you enter in our zip code you will get a uh a 255 number in Baton Rouge and I did clarify that on today that the Baton Rouge number is the Baton Rouge area where we will be seeking individuals will be seeking their jobs from the Baton Rouge. I thought it would be here in Bogalusa but it is from Baton Rouge. Talking a little bit about uh had some questions about our audit that was discussed at last meeting. I have advised individuals that could find information on the Legislative Auditor’s website and my question is if the fiscal administrator will be auditing some of the concerns and findings affecting the physical statement and the state wide agrees upon procedures. I know he is here for a certain reason but I am hoping he is viewing our council meetings and that is the question that I have. If he will he be viewing or reviewing or monitoring the other concerns within our audit. Oh, just a reminder uh I did take uh advice from uh president I mean Chairman Graham on occupational licenses. There are quite a few occupational license businesses uh with fiscal address or their business location within District A, Davis Street, Austin Street, Lexington, Montgomery, Richmond, Louisiana, Memphis, Kentucky, Huron, Liberty, Louisiana, Georgia, Dauphine, North City Limit Road, North Border Drive all of these people have businesses located there or their physical address it there their home address is where they house out of their business. Is listed as not paying their occupational licenses and we need your help everyone on that issue. It can grow pennies can grow into large amounts. That is all I have, thank you for your time.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. Councilwoman Graham.

BY COUNCILWOMAN GRAHAM:  I’d like to thank each and every one for coming out tonight. Those who participated and matter of fact you participated just by being here and knowing what is going on in our city. Thank you for coming and hope to see you next meeting.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. Councilman Kellis.

BY COUNCILMAN KELLIS:  Good evening and thank you for coming is everyone else has said. We appreciate your attendance. One thing I would like to bring up is that in the future coming up be looking for us to be voting on some tax this year renewals. They are going to be coming up and I want you to be aware of it. We have to have those taxes renewed. Do you want to see this city grow- you are going to have to be part of the growth. We are going to have to keep the taxes that we got coming in to help pay for what we got and some of the taxes that we don’t have so keep that in mind and talk it up. We going to have to renew these taxes when they come up this election. I thank you for coming and I thank the council for being with us tonight and Mayor and your staff and Police Department and all of you just take care of the rest of the week and see you on the next council meeting. Thank you.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. Councilwoman Williams-Douglas I’m sorry old habits.

BY COUNCILWOMAN DOUGLAS: I’d like to say good evening. Thank everyone for coming out you know it’s good to know that everyone had a safe and Happy 4th. As Councilman Irvine stated you know that since it is hurricane season please make sure that your kids are ready. Again thank you for coming out and have a good evening.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. Vice-President Keys.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  Good evening. I first want to make an announcement to the council being that the town hall meetings are a concern I would encourage each of you to try and secure a location within your district and let’s begin with the town hall meetings. I envisioned the town hall meetings being uh help within each district but of course each of us supporting each other to hear the constituents concerns and what works for a plan of solutions for those concerns and I will be the first to step up and try and set something up for the month of August in a secure location for District B. I will keep you all informed once a date and location is secured. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Thank you for the suggestion but I really feel that an inclusive town hall meeting will be more beneficial but I thank you for your suggestion.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  We can still have an inclusive town hall meeting as well but I think we need an opportunity for constituents to address some concerns in their districts and maybe us coming together as a whole to work toward all of the problems. I want to say a huge congrats on behalf of the council to the daughter of Mr. Fate and Rebecca Ferrell she was appointed by the commissioner as a Director of Human Resources with the Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice. So a huge kudos to her. I think it is always great to see a native of Bogalusa go off and do big things. So please send our best wishes to her. (Applause). Thank each of you all for coming out and let’s continue to keep Bogalusa in y our prayers. 

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you. I’d just like to say that there was an opioid addiction seminar held this week and they are going to start doing it on a monthly basis and that is something we really all need to get behind because it touches a lot of people not just the ones that are doing the opioids that affects the generation above them and below them. They are our neighbors, friends and they really need all the help we can get so any help you can offer we need to. I’d just like to remind everyone if you have a street light out the easiest thing to do is tie a ribbon around it go to the city’s website and go to services and scroll down you will be linked up with Energy and get Energy to fix it in two or three days’ time if the weather is good. I’d like to ask everyone’s prayers for Josh Crosby. Josh has a- his son Luke is a real sick little boy. Josh is a fine employee of the city and his son is real sick so any prayer you can give I know they would appreciate it. I’d also like to say that I know a couple of fellows they probably don’t want me to say their names but they on a regular basis go to the cemetery and cut grass they don’t even know whose grass they are cutting. One of them does it as therapy. I think when him and his wife gets into a fight he goes and cuts grass so I like it when she is in a bad mood. Anyhow that’s all I have—

BY VICE-PRESIDENT KEYS:  One more I don’t know how we could forget that Mark is celebrating his 21st birthday today.

BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  I thought it was his 39th.

BY ALL MEMBERS:  Happy Birthday Mark.

[bookmark: _GoBack]BY PRESIDENT DRUMMOND:  Thank you I forgot all about it and I had it wrote down. That being said meeting adjourned.


	


