				  BOGALUSA CITY COUNCIL
[bookmark: _GoBack]				  	 MEETING
					MINUTES
				          TUESDAY
		      	 	  JULY 7, 2017, 12:00 NOON

PRESIDING:	WENDY O’QUIN PERRETTE

PRESENT:	COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND
		VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE
		COUNCILWOMAN KATES
		COUNCILMAN McCREE
		COUNCILMAN ARD
		COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY
	
ABSENT:	PRESIDENT SMITH
		
BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: The Bogalusa City Council Meeting will come to order. Invocation led by Councilman Ard followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Led the Invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Roll call.

	COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND………………….HERE
	VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE……………………….HERE
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES……………………….HERE
	PRESIDENT SMITH…………………………………ABSENT
	COUNCILMAN McCREE………………………….HERE
	COUNCILMAN ARD………………………………..HERE
	COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY………….HERE

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Before we go any further and I don’t have the City Attorney here to help me. I have a question to whether or not this is a legal meeting. If it has properly been advertised and if this meets the definition of a public emergency meeting.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: It being an emergency meeting their deadline is what makes it an emergency. That is their deadline that we’re trying to meet. They need the approval from the Council or non-approval from the Council in order for them to move forward which would make it an emergency because of their deadline. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I’m looking up the definition in the Charter on emergency meetings.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Please do. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Oh what I am tempting to do is look up the specifications in our charter pertaining to a special meeting. One moment, one second. It talks about emergency ordinance—

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Speak into the microphone. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  It talks about section 2-13 talks about emergency ordinances.
To meet a public emergency affecting life, health, property or public safety, the council by a favorable vote of at least a majority of the authorized membership, may adopt an emergency ordinance at the meeting at which it is introduced. I guess the question is this considered an emergency ordinance?

BY VICE-PRESIDENT AND MAYOR PERRETTE: Yes.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Okay once again it talks about to meet a public emergency affecting life, health, property or public safety, the council by a favorable vote of at least a majority of the authorized membership, may adopt an emergency ordinance at the meeting at which it is introduced, provided that no such ordinance may be used to levy taxes or special assessments; grant or extend a franchise; incur debt, except as provided in Section 5-05 B (Emergency Appropriations); adopt or amend the official map. Platting or subdivision controls or zoning regulations; or change rates, fees or charges established by the City. Each emergency ordinance shall contain a specific statement of the emergency claimed. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 2-12 (submission of Ordinances to the Mayor), any emergency ordinance adopted by the council shall be signed by the presiding officer of the council and presented to the mayor within six (6) hours after adoption. Within twelve (12) hours after the mayor’s receipt of an emergency ordinance, it shall be returned to the secretary with or without the mayor’s approval, or with the mayor’s veto. If the emergency ordinance has been approved or is not specifically vetoed, it shall be considered finally adopted or become effective immediately upon receipt by the secretary. If the emergency ordinance is vetoed, the mayor shall submit to the council through the secretary a written statement of the reasons for the veto. The secretary shall record upon the emergency ordinance the dates and hours of its delivery to and receipt from the mayor. Shall the council vote top readopt the vetoed emergency – we are getting into the veto now--ordinance by a favorable vote of at least two thirds of the authorized membership, said emergency ordinance shall be considered finally adopted and become law immediately upon readopting, irrespective of the veto by the mayor. Upon final approval by the mayor, or the council in case of a veto—like I said that is veto.
Emergency ordinances shall be effective for no longer than sixty (60) days. The council, however, upon a favorable vote of at least two thirds of the authorized membership may extend the life of the emergency ordinance for an additional thirty (30) days, -- so it is a total of ninety days looks like-- but no such ordinance may be extended beyond that period.
So once again it looks like an emergency ordinance is to me a public emergency affecting life, health, property or public safety, the council by favorable vote of at least a majority of the unauthorized membership may adopt an emergency ordinance at the meeting at which it is introduced.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Does it say anything in the charter specific to an emergency meetings itself? Not the emergency ordinances.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Let me look.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Please ma’am.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: I have discussion for that same topic once she is finished.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Okay.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  We have council meetings and rules, action required for ordinance, special acts, and special districts anything else. The only thing I see that is close to it is the ordinance itself. Well we meet in my mind’s eye we meet on behalf of acting upon ordinances or resolutions. So that is the reasoning why we are meeting. So this is in case of an emergency ordinance. That is the only thing I see. Unless somebody wants to look up on Unicode.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Looking on Louisiana Revised Statue 42:12 that defines what the meetings is and what is the criteria. One of the stipulations is specifically says what is an extraordinary emergency in reference to Louisiana Revised Statue 42:17 and Louisiana Revised Statue 42:18. It says in the Legislative Open Meetings Law Summary revised February 2017 that in Section A-14 extra ordinary emergency for the purpose of an open meetings law are limited natural disaster, threat of epidemic, civil disturbances, suppression of insurrections and the repelling of invasions or other matters of similar magnitude. According to the Attorney General the classic definition of extraordinary emergencies include work stoppages and strikes and that is the Attorney General’s opinion number 85-789. It further states that a meeting at the first available work day after Christmas is to avoid a possible court challenge of nonpayment of tenor award was a case for an extraordinary emergency. It quotes East Wall verses Garsaid went through the Louisiana Apelike Court full circuit in 1983. That was a case law quoted as a financial matter being a legitimate deal. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Mr. President, Vice-President, Mr. Branch is available to via conference call intercom. He said that we were supposed to have had a meeting yesterday but because we had no quorum it is not an emergency on the city’s behalf. It is an emergency on Ms. Williams’s behalf of this project as an emergency on their deadline but it is not an emergency on the city’s behalf. I was going to offer to call him and let him say it in his words. 

BY VICE-PRESIDETN RITCHIE: I would appreciate that because I just want to know that we are doing something legal. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: He said it is legal to do and have a meeting but I’m going to put him on speaker phone. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Well our meetings are established on Tuesdays.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Well you had a meeting that was changed. Ya’ll seem to have a problem making a quorum. Here is Mr. Branch. Mr. Branch I have you on speaker phone at the council meeting. 

BY DALE BRANCH: Okay.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: The question is whether or not this is an emergency meeting? Will you just tell them what you told me?

BY DALE BRANCH:  Well who called the emergency meeting and when was it called tell me that?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I’m looking at the text. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: The emergency meeting was called by the city council because there was not a quorum yesterday.

BY DALE BRANCH: When was it called?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Who called it yesterday? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Tamira?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: What time? 

BY DALE BRANCH: Yes what time? 

BY COUNCKILWOMAN KATES: I’m looking.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: What time did Tamira text us? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I have something from 6:22 p.m. yesterday. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Oh no it was called before lunch yesterday. 

BY DALE BRANCH: Well the meeting itself could be a special call meeting it is not an emergency meeting posted within twenty four hours. What is on the agenda, do you have something on the agenda you want to do an emergency vote on? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: It is an ordinance authorizing the Mayor of the City of Bogalusa to enter into a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement Number 2 Project Save Bogalusa. The paperwork that you reviewed last week that was supposed to be before the council last night I mean Thursday night at 5:30 but they did not have a quorum for the meeting and the deadline is for this project in application is for when Ms. Williams? It is due before Monday. 

BY DALE BRANCH: Well has the ordinance been introduced and advertised?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Yes.

BY DALE BRANCH: And so it is just now—

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: They haven’t made a quorum in two meetings. 

BY DALE BRANCH: I understand that but the ordinance has been introduced and advertised is that correct? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Yes sir. It was introduced on June 6th. 

BY DALE BRANCH: Well what you have to me is not an emergency it is a special call meeting to handle whatever is on the agenda. If it is not on the agenda then that is one thing but if it is on the agenda for this special call meeting then you can handle it just like you handle anything else. So it is not an emergency type thing. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Okay the meeting doesn’t say on this paper work I got it says public emergency meeting okay yes I see. 

BY DALE BRANCH: It is not a public emergency session it is a special call session. As long as it has been advertised twenty four hours in advance. The items on the—the ordinances has been introduced at a previous meeting and advertised. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I have a question Attorney Dale—Scott can you relay this question in case he doesn’t hear me? Is there a reference in the charter that talks about special what do you call it special call meetings? No he says it is not an emergency it is a special call meeting. So what reference is that? 

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Did you hear that question? 

BY DALE BRANCH: No I did not.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD:  Ms. Kates asked is there a reference in the city charter for special call meetings?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: We know it is a state statue.

BY DALE BRANCH:  Yes there is a reference in the state law too. I think you can call a special meeting, the President can call it or the Mayor can call it. If you want me to hang up I can look at the charter and get the reference on it and call you back.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Okay.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: But what if, this my question is the ordinance and the call of the meeting says it is an emergency meeting not a special call meeting are we legal in having this? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Okay I have to move over there. Did you hear that question? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I don’t think so.

BY DALE BRANCH: No I didn’t.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Dale on the call of this meeting it says notice of public meeting. A public emergency meeting of the Bogalusa City Council will be held as follows: and it states todays date at noon. It does not say special meeting it said it is an emergency meeting. My question is, is that legal to do? 

BY DALE BRANCH: It is not an emergency meeting.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE:  Okay then legally I cannot have this meeting am I correct? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Because it is not an emergency.

BY DALE BRANCH:  I don’t see why you couldn’t call it a special call meeting. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: You can change it to a special call meeting. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Without it being pre advertised or anything twenty four hours ahead of time? That is my question.
BY DALE BRANCH: As long as you posted it twenty four hours.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: But it was posted as a public emergency meeting. 

BY DALE BRANCH: I don’t know if that makes any difference whether you call it an emergency meeting or special call meeting. It is not an emergency meeting. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: As long as there was notification that the meeting—

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: As long as there was a notification of a public meeting does that clear us?

BY DALE BRANCH: Well if it was posted proper twenty four hours in advance and notified people who wanted notification night be the newspaper the media and so on yes a special call meeting.  

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Was it in the newspaper?

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Okay.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Just change the name to a special call meeting. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Okay thank you sir.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Was it posted in the newspaper as an emergency meeting?

BY DALE BRANCH: I can look at the charter and see but I have to hang up and call you back. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Okay let’s give you time to do that. 

BY DALE BRANCH: Alright.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Thank you sir.

BY DALE BRANCH: Bye.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE:  He’s going to buzz us back. I mean I don’t want to be caught in a situation that we are not legal in doing it. I’m sorry.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: We can always take a vote. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: I could not be here last night. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Why couldn’t you be here last night? 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: I had to be in court in New Orleans yesterday. I understand that we have had sickness and what have you with council members and yesterday I was in New Orleans in court all day. I was summons to court and I’m not going to not obey a summons. 

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: I say we wait for a legal opinion.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: We are waiting for Dale to call us back.

BY MR. LEVI LEWIS: If the council could mess with the meeting the legality of it can be determined later and it can best be determined later to be inappropriate---

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Yes sir and I can be removed from office. I could be removed from office. 

BY MR. LEVI LEWIS: I was just asking a question. 

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Mr. Levi another answer on that another position on that is the same. Make sure we do it right because you still got time on the books if need be could be done in the morning. There is a solution and there is another one is that if it is done incorrectly up front everything else becomes null and avoid, so. We will just get the legal opinion it should be fine.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  And Councilman Ard you indicated there is a state, there is a state definition for special meetings.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD:  Yes ma’am. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: What were those definitions with the reasoning? 

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Stand by and I will give it to you. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: I hate to do this folks I really do. I think what we got before us is a good thing. I just want to do it right. I can’t change that I wish I could. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY:  So Dale is looking it up and is going to call us back?

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Yep.

BY COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND: One of the things on the emergency ordinance mentioned property. It deals with property.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: I understand.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY:  It has done been checked out.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: What did you say Teddy?

BY COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND: One of the things on the emergency ordinance was property.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Mr. Branch said it was not an emergency but he said it could just be changed the title from public emergency to that as long as it was properly advertised.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Special call meeting.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  Special call meeting would be changed and then you could vote. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Then Councilman Ard read the definition of special call meeting according to the state. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: We wouldn’t have this question if we would have had a meeting. We’ve had two council meeting that have not had a quorum that is not the only thing—

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: That is not the point.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Well I understand that. I understand that happens at my house as well. I have missed council meeting because of death in the family and so forth but ----

BY COUNCILMAN ARD:  It says that the reason for as it is not a legal emergency meeting it still meets the definition of a special call meeting by way of public posting yesterday. So it seems as a simple amendment of the title of the meeting. I guess we will prove that out real quick like.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: In addition to that as far as missing meetings or what have you this information on the grant the timeline actually started in May the 26th the clarifications of the grant was needed, was needed with the grant according to the Louisiana Housing Corporation. In actuality we should have had the information about the grant when we introduced it June 6th because the information was out there about this grant and about the 9% tax credits so we would have known up front.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  I believe Ms. Williams came to the council meeting and made that presentation and made it known then. I believe we were all in attendance that night. I believe Mr. Levi---

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  I don’t recall any particulars that was in the actual in the Louisiana-

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: You can go back and look at the video.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: It’s not. The particulars they are not. They were not discussed at our meeting the same information that is in the Louisiana Housing Corporation packet. I did send everyone a link to it. It was clarified by Ms. Willman at Louisiana Housing. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Here he is, hello.

BY DALE BRANCH:  I’m back.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: We are glad to have you back. This is Scott and I’m holding the phone. Yo9u are on record in a public forum.

BY DALE BRANCH: Alright. The charter in Section 2-09 describes the meetings that you have. One of them is a special meeting that can be called by the name of the president of the council or the majority of the council. Requires twenty four hours’ notice and in twenty four hours the notice means you post it in your usual place and you notify those people who question notice which is the newspaper and maybe somebody else. So it seems to me what you have is a special call meeting. You- it also says you can call an emergency meeting about the twenty four hours but it has to involve life, health, property or public safety. I don’t think what you have is any of that. So it is not an emergency meeting. Section 2-13 deals with emergency ordinance which is what you have there is not an emergency ordinance. The ordinance as I understand it I haven’t seen this to understand it. The ordinance that you are going to try and vote on today was introduced at the last meeting. Which was more than a month ago. It has been advertised but you didn’t have quorum so for the last two or three meetings I don’t know what the advertisement had to say. If it said it was going to be taken up at the next meeting then you are in the next meeting. If it said it was going to be taken up at this special point you know it might have some ramifications there. Based on what ya’ll have told me what ya’ll have is a call special meeting which you can do. It has been noticed twenty four hours in advanced and notified all of who requested notice such as the media. This item was on the agenda at posting. So with all of that in mind I think you can have the meeting and expose of whatever business you have. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Anymore questions? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Was it advertised yesterday as a emergency meeting or a special call meeting?

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Did you hear that question Mr. Dale?

BY DALE BRANCH: No.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Ms. Kates asked was it advertised yesterday as an emergency meeting or a special call meeting. 

BY DALE BRANCH: For what they told me it was advertised as a emergency meeting. 

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: That is correct.

BY DALE BRANCH:  Which it is not. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  But it doesn’t matter.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Let me ask you this question does the publication title of public notice stating public emergency meeting of the Bogalusa City Council will be held as follows: Today at 12:00 noon at City Hall and goes into the order of business with one specific agenda. Does that negate this process or can that title of this document be amended?
BY DALE BRANCH: Gates of process I think you called it the wrong thing but it should have been called a special call meeting.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: But you can still have the meeting.

BY DALE BRANCH: I don’t think it makes any difference just as long as you have complied with the notice requirements.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: We have done that.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: The Mayor said that has been done.

BY DALE BRANCH: It is not an emergency meeting. 

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: By title alone of the document agate the legality of this meeting?

BY DALE BRANCH:  Well I don’t think it does but I don’t think any case the charter doesn’t say the State Law doesn’t say. I think the semantics of what you call it should not make any difference as long as it has been posted. 

BY COUNCILMAN ARD:  So long as it has so long as it is agreed upon the title of the meeting was wrong on the document originally sent out but all other legal aspects have been met---

BY DALE BRANCH: According to what ya’ll told me I think it will be alright to go forward with your meeting. Because it is really a special call meeting rather than an emergency meeting.

BY COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND: The wording.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Alright, so the wording was incorrect? We will make an adjustment to the title of the meeting is so noted and we can proceed legally.

BY DALE BRANCH: Right and that is my best off the top of my head without research opinion. I doubt if you would find anything else on it research wise. 

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: So the proper format would be to make a motion to amend the title of the document. Let it pass mustard or not and then proceed.

BY DALE BRANCH: Yes you can do that. 

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Okay. Alright. Is there any other questions? From the audience? From the Council? The Mayor says to please be on standby in case we have some further questions. 

BY DALE BRANCH: Alright. I’m down here at this convention. We are about to go into another session but call me anyway I’ll just leave and answer the phone.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: If you are around a convention and with a bunch of enough attorneys hang on tight to your wallet. 

BY DALE BRANCH: I’ve got plenty of lawyers over here. 

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Alright buddy thank you. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Do I have a motion to amend the title to the meeting?

BY COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND: I make a motion to amend the title to the meeting.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: To read as what? A special meeting instead of an emergency meeting.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY:   Do we need a seconded? I seconded. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Roll call.

	COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND…………………AYE
	VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE………………………AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES………………………AYE
	PRESIDENT SMITH………………………………..ABSENT
	COUNCILMAN McCREE…………………………AYE
	COUNCILMAN ARD……………………………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY…………AYE

(MOTION CARRIED 6-0 WITH ONE ABSENT TO AMEND THE TITLE FROM AN EMERGENCY MEETING TO A SPECIAL CALL MEETING).

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: What are you going to amend it too?

BY COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND: Amend it to be a Special Call Public Meeting.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Do I hear a seconded?

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: I seconded that motion.

BY VICE-PRESDIENT RITCHIE: Roll call.

	COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND…………………AYE
	VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE………………………AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES………………………AYE
	PRESIDENT SMITH………………………………..ABSENT
	COUNCILMAN McCREE…………………………AYE
	COUNCILMAN ARD……………………………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY………….AYE

(MOTION CARRIED 6-0 WITH ONE ABSENT TO AMEND THE MEETING TO BE A SPECIAL CALL PUBLIC MEETING).

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE:  Public Hearing and Adoption of Ordinances introduced by Councilwoman Fortenberry.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: 

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the Mayor of the City of Bogalusa to enter into a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement No. 2 Project Save Bogalusa.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Anyone from the public wishing to comment on this ordinance please step forward state your name and address.
Ms. Williams I will ask you to try and limit yourself to four minutes I know that maybe quick but that is the rules we have adopted.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: 644 St. Augustine Street. I’ve got some hand out to pass around. The office location is 305 Avenue B Room 111. Speaking on behalf of Bogalusa Rebirth Living Partnership which is partnership with Save Bogalusa and Maco Development. The last board meeting the importance of the area that we are in and the qualified census tract that we are in we were recently approved for. As you see in some of the paper that I handed out developers gets a 30% bump for being for working in a difficult developed area such as a qualified census tract. That information was just changed we just became authorized to be in a qualified census tract in January. The developer that we are working with Maco Development is based out of Missouri but they have developed properties and manages properties throughout the Gulf South and have an extensive resume. I sent that resume by email earlier. This particular project is to develop 40 affordable housing units. They will be offered to people that are household that are below 60% average medium income. I can’t express enough how imperative it is for our city to get this project up and running. Maco Development has assured me that they will come back for another round as long as we can get these units as long as we can get these vacancies filled in the units and I don’t think that we are going to have a problem with that. The units that we have selected and had been advertised by public notice include lots that will have single family homes on them and also duplexes. Some of the lots if they are large enough we may be able to put two single family homes and then an additional home on the side or a duplex and a single family home. None of the properties will be a multi-family. If you have any other questions I will be willing to take them. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: So Wendy what is the difference in these that you are trying to get off the ground and these apartments that are being built now on these apartments and they are affordable?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  The Bogalusa Housing Authority for what I understand has a project on Ontario Avenue.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: No I’m not talking about that. There are some more. There is three being built right around from my house.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: In the Terrace?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: That is correct.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: Yes. What is the difference?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  There is no difference except they are a private developer and we are a nonprofit.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  They’re for profit.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: So who is for profit? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: The ones that are being built now are for profit. Like the individuals gain that built it. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY:  Yes I know I met them.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  And then in this case is not for profit. If you don’t follow the rules it goes against this organization not the City of Bogalusa. This would be them in trouble not us. I know it seems scary and different.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: So wouldn’t that be a true statement for both sets of apartments? The ones that are being built now don’t hold the city liable do they?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: No but they make money off of it.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: These will not either, right?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: That is correct but they don’t make money off of it. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: This doesn’t make money off of it?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Correct. 

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: These houses being built all around the city? 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: That is correct.

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE:  In different areas?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: That is correct. It is called a scattered site development and it is a very difficult development. A lot of developers shy away from work like this because of the time it takes from them on different sides of town. So what I did personally I’ve gone and researched a 150 out of the 193 properties that are currently on the adjudicated list. We selected properties from every district. There is not a district that is left out. Lots of the properties that we selected are blighted properties. Some of them are just vacant lots that we will rebuild on. If you notice in the Cooperative Endeavor I am hoping to work more towards fighting the blight. A separate fight the blight project simply because a lot of these properties were on vacant land and our primary mission is not only to provide affordable housing but to also eliminate blight. So we would like to down the road start working and focusing on those properties as well and we will be able to do that if we can get some more support from the City Council later that are already in place but maybe things that can be done that can help us achieve that. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Let’s fight this battle right here first. We will go to that one when we get to it. 

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: It says here that after application process will be done electronically. I see right here you know some of these poor people don’t know nothing about them. Is there any way that you can help them? 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: No, the application that is being accepted electronically is the developer. We are applying and we won’t need any assistance but bringing up the fact that some of these people don’t get online we did mention at the last council meeting that those people can redeem their taxes at any time for instance if it is a adjudicated property we are not trying to put people out of their homes. This is not an emanate domain, they see that their property is listed then they have the opportunity to go over and speak to Ms. Lillie Brown at the City and they can redeem that at any time.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Well actually that is where I am right now. First if we could we can go back to the Endeavor Agreement No. 1. There was a resolution supposedly the city authorized the adjudicated property as you recall the last time in our meeting that had to be back in May 2nd .  The first sheet actually talked about Austin Street from Carolina it was a street resolution and you were going to get it corrected and you know give us the information where we actually did sign a resolution. First of all to donate the property did you have the opportunity to---

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Austin Street I don’t recall that property.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: No, what you had in our packet it has a little sign here sticker says resolution authorizing City to donate adjudicated properties to 501C organization. But the resolution actually discussed Intergovernment Agreement between the City of Bogalusa and Washington Parish and it talks about the City of Bogalusa has a need to make paving sidewalks, drainage and repairs to Austin Street and Carolina to Alabama Avenue in the City of Bogalusa. It was brought to the attention and you indicated someone had mixed up the resolution and we was supposed to gotten a copy back of the actual resolution that authorized us to donate. I guess it was done some years ago.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: We can’t donate and fix that corner.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: I provided the information that was provided to me and I apologize if I did not follow up and get you the information. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Well you did at the time back in May but you also said you were going to go back and get the correct front sheet.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: But that information was public information and you could have gotten it anytime if I didn’t follow up I apologize. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: No what I’m trying to determine if we actually did a resolution? Did we actually do a resolution to indicate that we could donate property?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  I’m under the impression that that is the correct resolution it may not have been worded properly but that is the resolution that is for that Intergovernmental Agreement. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Right the Intergovernmental Agreement for Austin Street for payment not for donate property.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: If you’re looking for that I have a copy of that if you will look in that it also says I think it is just a the language in the document if you look at the top it says a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the City of Bogalusa.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: It says a resolution authorizing an Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Bogalusa and Washington Parish Government. 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: I have it right here.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Okay. It’s like the back portion is right it is something from the States Statues page 2 of the Intergovernmental Agreement but the front portion does not address the Governmental Agreement at all. 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  Yes and again that was not my error. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I understand but you were going to get an update for us that is all. I was wondering if you had gotten an update for us.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: That is what she apologized for I thought. 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  I’m going to be honest with you I have been so busy with research I did not follow up on that. It is not that the document does not exist that that might not be the document but I did not follow up. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Because I’m thinking you needed an Intergovernmental Agreement from us from the beginning to provide—

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: And she has that.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Well I don’t have a copy of it. Have ya’ll got a copy of it?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  I have the document, I’ll pass it around it has been signed by the Parish President.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Oh the Parish. 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: The Parish yes. This is the document signed by Mr. Richard Thomas and it states an ordinance is to enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement with the City of Bogalusa concerning adjudicated properties. Whereas a public purpose would be served in joining the City of Bogalusa and other political subdivision identified in the attached Intergovernmental Agreement for the purpose of controlling within the City limits of Bogalusa the rising number of adjudicated properties slowing urban blight and revitalizing economically depressed areas by placing adjudicated properties back into the economic stream of commerce and back on the tax rolls. All in accordance with the Louisiana Revised Statue 33:1324 of the local services law. It goes on but it appears that this document the ordinance was signed by and notarized by the Board Chairman, Michael Fussell, Richard Thomas, Parish President and also Sarah Cook the Parish Council Clerk. It was signed October 27, 2014. 

BY COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND:  That is just the letter of support from the Parish Council huh?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: This is the actual ordinance that is signed.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  We had one from the prior Mayor. The previous administration we did ourselves me, Mr. Ritchie and Mr. Drummond did and it was unanimous.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: That is what I am asking if we had a copy of it because we never did get a copy of it. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  I don’t have a copy on me but---

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: I can have someone make some copies if you would like. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: It is the same as the Parish’s. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Do you recall that Mr. Ritchie?

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Uh, yes I do recall doing it but I can’t tell you exact dates. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: It was done in Mr. Mizell’s administration.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE:  I’m going to stop this back and forth okay because right now we are supposed to be listening to Ms. Wendy and not answering questions. Next I’m going to call---

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Well she said if we had any questions to ask them.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: I understand, I understand we have questions when it comes time for public comment for the rest of the folks and then time for the council discussion. So let’s move it along like we should so we can get this done today. Ms. Wendy do you have anything else at this time?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  I would just like to recognize my board members that are here in support of the Cooperative Endeavor.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Sure.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  Mr. Levi Lewis which is a board member and also serve on the Washington Parish Council. State Representative Melinda White, board members Kim Wagoner and Dana Walker who serves as Vice-President on the Project Save Bogalusa Board. Reverend Palmer, I didn’t know you was even here, yes Reverend Palmer serves on our board as well. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: He’s sitting back there really quiet.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: I will say once more I think this is a very good opportunity for Bogalusa. I would be very discouraged if the hope of the betterment of this community was passed and we didn’t take this opportunity. I don’t believe that Maco Development would come back if they didn’t have a City Council that would be supportive and they need that. They need organizations such as ours a Community Housing organization just as bad as we need their dollars. So they have the dollars and I worked very hard to get the chodos status. We are in a qualified census track. I think all the stars have aligned and there is the opportunity on the table today to bring more than seven million dollars to our city. There will not be anyone put out of their homes. That is not it is land blighted property and one thing that was said earlier was public safety. I was at an adjudicated property where there was a gentleman living inside. He had made it his home and before then I didn’t believe that we had homelessness in Bogalusa but we indeed do. They are filling our houses of blight and it is all over. If you ride like I do in the neighborhoods you are not going to see most people, you see our streets are lined with blight. This is the opportunity for us to resolve that.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: How was Maco elected? Did they elect your organization or did you elect them?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: I actually met Maco Development at Louisiana Housing Corporation when I went for the release of their QAP. Did you see how big this binder is this is the qualified allegation plan that is the guideline and ruling book for the program? Though we are just now getting this passed there has been a lot of work already and a lot of due diligence and money that has been paid on market studies and things where we are today. Your decision here today could make or break this entire project. So I urge you to do what is right for the community. Thank you.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE:  Thank you. Anyone else from the public? Reverend Palmer. Your name and address sir.

BY REVEREND R.L. PALMER, JR.: 1401 Catherine Street. Thank you very much for this opportunity, I just wish to offer a broad of scope and the need for making housing available finally after my thirteen years here. We are getting a highway to make Bogalusa more accessible. That will create something that is needed. Before that there is three things that will potentially bring for us education which is solely needed, it will also bring something that is very important enhancement where people will be able to enhance their lives because it is going to bring employment. Education, enhancement and employment in the City of Bogalusa. It is a great opportunity I fully believe in it and I pray and wish that you will do the same. Thank you for the opportunity.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE AND COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND: Thank you sir.

BY PHILLIP BEDWELL:  P.O. Box 338. A couple of questions that I have concerning the homes and I just want to clarify the individuals will become the owners of the properties? 

BY COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND: Ms. Wendy can answer better than us.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  (Inaudible) no mic.

BY PHILLIP BEDWELL: Okay. So the occupants are going to be low income people but my question is like for Habitat for Humanity they have when they donate and get somebody in the house they have people that follow up with those occupants and help them with their finances as far as money. Is there part of this project that that is included in this project? 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  (Inaudible- no mic).

BY PHILLIP BEDWELL: So while the property is in rental property statues who is going to be responsible for all of the taxes and utilities and once it is owned by the individuals because you already have folks that are low income so now are they going to be responsible for those taxes and everything that goes with the up keeping of homes themselves. So is that going to now we are going to end up several years with more homes that are not paying the taxes and more blighted homes? I just want to make sure that is being looked at.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: I’m sure that it will be monitored as closely, can you guarantee that it is not going to happen, no sir you can’t.

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: But I think that if a person gets an opportunity to own a home they are going to do their best to keep that.

BY PHILLIP BEDWELL:  But there are already sixty percent of the population and they don’t have money coming in.

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: But it is motivation to get a job.

BY COUNCILWMAN DRUMMOND: This Company will have this money sunk into this place so they will have an invested interest to see to it. 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Yeah and I will make another note. This is low to moderate income it is not extremely low income. To know those individuals will qualify if their working at McDonalds or making a minimum wage job. They will qualify they are the working poor service workers.

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: So in other words your monthly payment will have to do with your job?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: That is exactly right. It will be determined and there will be a subsidy provided and the fifteen year affordability period is plenty of time to get your act together. If you have been there for ten years and you say this is my house this is going to be my homestead. It gives you time and we will have that option for them to become home owners. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Will you expand on the sub stability that will be provided? 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: The what?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: The sub stability, you said the sub stability will be provided can you expand on that?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Well there are several different programs. We have been working with the USDA for programs and also Bogalusa Housing Authority manages a program called the Housing Choice Voucher Program. They are- they have a long waiting list and what that means is that they have more people that are ready to become home owners than they have decent affordable homes. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: So you are going to be partnership with Bogalusa Housing Authority?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: We are working, yes on a memorandum of understanding and we are working out the fine details because I want a big part of that manager side to make sure that those properties are managed right and that the people follow proper procedures and guidelines for staying in the homes. These homes will be Bogalusa homes and I want people to take care of them and to become contagious once people realize oh Bogalusa re-birth. You know we want you all to be part of the re-birth of Bogalusa. We have it here the opportunity is here and again I just appreciate your vote in favor.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Thank you. Real quick please sir.

BY REVEREND PALMER: As I mentioned education. I’ve been with chodos since 1980. One of the main tenants of that is to educate low income to poverty stricken homeowners to go from phase 1getting into a starter home it is called many times and after they have been there and the training we give them is going to benefit them at whatever their economic statues is then they can become a spokesman. I read an article in the Times Picayune several days ago about a young lady that bought her first home in an area that she wasn’t sure of its representation but it wasn’t the best area but that lady learned and now owns five to seven houses. So it is something that can benefit anyone that is willing to take advantage of it. This is what we will be doing as chodos. Thank you. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE:  Yes sir, thank you. Any council discussion?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Yes I have council discussion. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: One second Ms. Kates. 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: I just wanted really quickly that we had a Housing Fair a couple of weeks ago and we had more than a hundred people participate in the Housing Fair which in itself shows the desire and need for decent housing here. Sixty seven people registered and forty people signed up for home buying counseling program to get into that class. So we do have a waiting list. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Council discussion.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: In my council discussion I did read the article in the weekend edition. It talks about the public notice and noted some of the properties were some of the same properties that were listed in the adjudicated list and some with the tax that were due. Was going to have a tax sale on July 19th. You know I know they are listed here but as I said they are still listed with Civic Source as well for the $850 deposit. Okay has the owners of the property what type of record do you have? Have those owners been notified that these properties will be included in your project? 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Properties have been on Civic Source for probably---

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I understand. 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  More than a year. I don’t understand what you are saying?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: My question is has Bogalusa Saves notified the owners to let them know that they are included you know their address their properties are included in your program? Have you notified the individuals?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: That public notice is the notification what you are reading. That is what we put out. No, personally I have not gone out to each of those. Most of those are vacant lots and most of them are heir property and yes those sites will continue to be on Civic Source until we have a conformation that they are being retained for the non-profits. So they can’t take those down yet because I don’t have proper authority the properties have not been---
BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Will you be paying the $850 deposit for each piece of property? That is just a deposit. 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  Yes, Bogalusa Rebirth which is the limited partnership that was required. We Project Save Bogalusa Maco Development was required by the QAP to form a limited partnership that is Bogalusa LP. That development which will be using money that is funded through MACO Development Company bringing dollars and that will be the funds that pay for the Civic Source cost because there is cost associated. Even though the city is donating these properties that simply extinguishes the tax. It doesn’t clear up the legal work that needs to be done on the adjudicated properties. As you guys know Civic Source is the company that will be providing----

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Yeah I was wondering who would actually have the title. Bogalusa Saves or ----

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Bogalusa Re-Birth, LP will be the person paying for the title work that will have to be paid to Civic Source. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Also in council discussion I was kind of comparing well I was comparing Endeavor No. 1 that we voted on in May verses Endeavor No. 2. Now I wasn’t clear if this Endeavor No. 2 should have actually been an amendment to Endeavor No. 1 or are we going to keep those articles in place because the deliverables could change tremendously from Endeavor No. 1 to Endeavor No. 2.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: That is because the work will be completed on No. 1. I didn’t feel the need to add it again when the work is already going to be done. It is going to be completed so it was taken out. I’ve already turned into the City if you look in the payables of the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement ii is already approved. It states that not only are you going to the City is going to donate the properties but I in turn am going to turn over best use of properties. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Exactly and I was wondering if you had that list? 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Yes I have already submitted this to the Mayor. The first request for donation to the Mayor’s Office was on May 2nd and best use at in your documents I handed out a blank document which is a form that I created. I have to figure out how to keep all of keep track of all of this. But if you see here this is the document that was turned into the Mayor. It list the first fifty properties that I have researched. I’ve gone out to every one of these. This is the first fifty I have actually done assessments on them on a hundred.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Mine is blank. 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Yes and so is this. This list was turned into the Mayor’s Office.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Okay could you pass that around? If you don’t mind.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Sure. We want to retain for the non-profit whether it is a vacant residential or vacant commercial, blighted property, adjoining neighbor where a house is on no matter what district it is in.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Also within the Endeavor No. 2 it has something what I would think reminds me of Comprehensive Resiliency Plan where it talks about other uses for these properties tax exempt properties such as properties located and contentious to a church, public use properties such as a small vacant lot could be used for community gardens and potential Brownfield properties. 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  Yes ma’am. Some of the properties that we found specifically 703 Mississippi Avenue, 630 Mississippi Avenue and the corner of Claiborne and Van Buren. Those three lots did not pass the zoning requirement as far as size of lot frontage and setbacks and square footage.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: Too small.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: And so in speaking with Mr. Mike who is over the Bogalusa Farmer’s Market he paid me a visit when we advertised the Housing Fair and stated those would be a good opportunity for us to put a community garden that a local or surrounding church could adopt that lot. Have their youth group do a garden, provide fresh fruits and vegetables. I thought that was an excellent idea. We need something for our youths to do.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Reverend Moon has a community----

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: It is but however it should be a joint effort decision with the folks in the community. 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Oh absolutely. Absolutely.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: You know before that is moved forward upon. Especially community gardens. 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: What exactly is your resistance with community gardens? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Well, no it is not a resistance with community gardens it’s to make sure as with the property that the residence are contacted. I think we should have had like maybe a local community meeting with the residents to see what their particular----comments on that.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Civic Source is required to make proper notices. They can’t just take some ones land. There are proper notices done legally that they are required to do. Again it was mentioned at the last council meeting these are properties that the person has not paid taxes since the 1930’s. So in most instances it is not likely they will come back and even if they do in a situation like that with the community garden they can have the property back just let them take care of the garden if they want to or not. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Anyone else on the council?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I’m not done. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Okay.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  My question and my computer just went out about let’s see-------the grant I mean the program the application itself for what I understand Louisiana Housing Corporation there is ten million dollars that will be allocated and it is very competitive and each project will get one million dollars. You also mentioned that there was eight million dollars in fact I got a text saying that we did not move on this we would lose eight million dollars. From the letter from MACO they indicated there has been eight million dollars donated to this project. Could you expound on that?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Dedicated I’m sure that is probably what that said. That simply means in the end these developers are bringing in their own money putting in this.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Okay so it is from the developers.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: It’s from the community developer and it’s for the benefit for the city but they have an incentive as well as an investor as a developer in a qualified census track a difficult to develop area. They receive a tax bonus and we talk about millions of dollars that is a great incentive for a developer to come here.  

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Yes I do understand Ms. Wilmer expounded on the tax credits whereas the tax credits will go to the non-profits organization the Bogalusa Saves and the majority will go to the actual developers. I didn’t know with saying we are going to lose money with the city had any type of liability by not saying we didn’t vote on this for example.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: The ownership of the properties will be in the limited partnership which is Bogalusa Re-Birth limited partnership. But we are serving as the chado sponsor. They have to have a chado sponsor and that chado sponsor not only has to be a 5013C but it has to have chados statues and they have to be a local non-profit. A lot of our rules are to work with city councils, publicly ad vertices. We are doing research mapping on these adjudicated properties but we must get the support of the city council. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Will that be an issue say if there was some language here in the ordinance to change here between the time now and the time of your deadline? 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  I think the ordinance is, I think the current Cooperative Endeavor Agreement the way it is written—if you need me to take out community gardens I will take out community gardens that is fine. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: And also as I said the identity properties best used let’s see is it that one or is it no not that portion. Okay the payment, the payment of terms okay the first Endeavor I did see up front that these properties were not be uh donated to the organization until the finances was secured.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Uh huh.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Now it was in Article 4 and I did find it again but I thought it wasn’t in here at all but I found it again and uh---------

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: I’m glad you made that note because I have it in front of me. It says the City agrees to provide site control documents------

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: What section is that at now?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS:  It is the fourth page of the Cooperative Endeavor No. 2 which is what we are voting on today. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Uh huh okay.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: The city agrees to provide site control documentation for the purposes required by the Louisiana Housing Incorporation to request funding. The contracting partner that would be Project Save Bogalusa stating they have control of the properties but the properties will only be donated at the time Project Save Bogalusa receives secure funding. Let it be known that the properties will not be donated and there will be no title issue to the contract in party therefore this agreement is null and void and continua upon the organization secure in funding in the Louisiana Housing Corporation. I will elaborate on that a little bit. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Please.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: It took us multiple attorneys we have been working not only with our attorney but working with the attorney for the developer, the attorney for Civic Source to form a site control documentation which we finally had approved by Mr. Dale Branch. That document was executed on the first four properties which we have applied for our funding as of yesterday for those first four properties. So what we are needing and what we achieved the first four properties is an agreement or option to donate adjudicated properties. It has been signed and executed by myself and the Mayor. It was approved by Mr. Dale Branch as well as Civic Source and the Coach Rose which is the attorney for the developers. So there was weeks and weeks of redrafting about that document until we got the language right so now we got the language right. So basically even though you are here today saying you are donating those properties we don’t want the properties if we don’t have the money to upkeep them. I have no desire to have forty lots to mow and keep up. So if funding falls through then we are going to be hoping another developer comes in here and tries to do it all over again. But I feel very confident in our meetings in the Louisiana Housing Corporation, board meetings, these meetings where they reveal the QAP the final QAP. I feel confident we are going to be rewarded. This scattered site project most developers would not touch this because it is a very hard project. I talked to multiple developers not just this developer but developers who wanted an acreage of land to build a new subdivision or build something like Columbia Stations. That is not what I wanted. I wanted to wait until I had the opportunity to work with a developer who’s willing to do a scattered site project. Because I wanted all of our neighborhoods. No neighborhood to be left out. So that is the reason we are doing the scattered site project.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: What is the process for your bidding and your contractors I mean do you have in place for that? 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Yes all board directors Project Save Bogalusa will also be the governing body for both of Bogalusa Re-Birth. We have an advisory board Ms. Sandy Bloom is not here, Mr. Levi Lewis has been working as well to submit these opportunities to different contractors. We anticipate even though I’m probably speaking ahead of myself because this will be coming before my next board of directors meeting but we hope to have competitive bidding process. A sealed bidding that way it is fair across the board. I have personally demanded that we use local labor subcontractors. MACO Development will be bringing a general contractor but has said to me we will be using local labor so this may be the opportunity to make the public notice if you are a not even if you are a general contractor but if you are a subcontractor who is insured you need to come see me because we may have some work for you coming up. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: You said Mr. Lewis has submitted to some contractors?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Mr. Lewis has been helping in my effort to contact different contractors that I may not have known about but he did and we are constantly taking suggestions so we are open to you making suggestions as well.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Oh so they are going to be part of the bid process the contractors that he has contacted.

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Yes.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Thank you. Anyone else on the council? 

BY COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND: I would just like to say that I’ve been touching basis with Ms. Wendy and she has been putting a lot of effort into this. Whether the public realizes it or not a lot of these properties have been on the adjudicated list for decades and not bringing a cent in. Bringing nothing but complaints in from the people who live next door to it. So forty properties believe it or not is only I figure between fifteen and eighteen percent of the list. That is roughly so I think it is a win-win situation myself. The idea of people having home ownership instead of paying rent and living in squalor when they can put forth in more and have pride in their surroundings. Like Wendy said maybe it will be contagious. I’m hopeful. But I am with her a 100%. 

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Do I have a motion on this ordinance?

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: Could I say something shortly? I am a 100% and have been from day one for this. I’m 100% for cleaning up the blight and making Fate Ferrell happy in Bogalusa. I think some of this is a start. Some of my questions I had you answered. I wanted to know the time limit for the project and you answered that. I wanted to know the cost to the city it is not going to cost the city anything you answered that. You know you and I discussed a piece of property in the environmental study on that. I think I got my answer to that. But my question is this and it is easy. After they rent these houses for so long and it is offered to them to buy them are ya’ll going to work with them to get the financing to buy these houses are they going to be credit worthy to buy these? 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Yes. Absolutely at the Housing Fair we had more than twelve venders who was there including Louisiana Housing Corporation USDA several banks Bogalusa Housing Authority and that was an opportunity for these people to get the resources. We brought all the resources to Bogalusa to them so they didn’t have to travel and as well as At Home Counsel Program it is going to be required. We are going to bring someone here we are not HUD certified to run that program but we intend to run that program in the future so we are going to bring someone to them so they can run that class. I will touch real quickly about the property- one of the properties that is in Councilwoman Fortenberry’s district is a location that she informed me and I myself and the developer was very happy to get the information that there may be an underground tank there. So I have already reached out to Landon Tims to make sure that that property is on the Brownsfield’s list which is another opportunity another city is working with maybe to get the chance to get what needs to be done. But even with the Brownsfield that QAP requires these developers to get all the environmental stuff done so you cued us in on something that is very helpful for us actually because we want the work to be done correctly and we will have to go through all of the procedures and make sure all the properties has passed EPA standards. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: Are your organization going to pay taxes to the city on the property while it is rental? 

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Okay repeat the question so I can understand.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: The property taxes. So who will pay the taxes?

BY WENDY WILLIAMS: Yes. The owner will be Bogalusa Re-Birth who will be entitled to pay taxes just like any other person. We own the property and we’ll be paying the taxes.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: I’m done.

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE:  Councilman Ard.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD:  Just a couple of quick comments. We talked about the sporadic distribution on the project. It doesn’t appear to be sporadic according to the fifty proposed projects that I have seen, the first fifty. It’s not a bone contentious it is just a statement but I do want to say that there needs to be something in place where we have an assurance that we are not getting eighteen wheeler loads of 2x6’s shingles or whatever out of Covington, Arkansas or wherever and that there is a dedicated ratio that is bought and spent right here with a tax base status. Not only that with the project with this magnitude most places would establish some sort of field office here in Bogalusa and that is all positive tax generation and tax revenue as well as good business commitment in showing they are good community partners. So I think that is something that can be held at another time and discussed but as a councilman I will be looking (tape has ran out).

Voting on this ordinance was as follows:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF BOGALUSA TO ENTER INTO A COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOR AGREEMENT NO. 2 PROJECT SAVE BOGALUSA.

A motion was made Councilman Drummond and seconded by Vice-President Ritchie;

Voting was as follows:

		COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND……………………….AYE
		VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE…………………………….AYE
		COUNCILWOMAN KATES…………………………….ABSTAIN
		PRESIDENT SMITH………………………………………ABSENT
		COUNCILMAN McCREE……………………………….AYE
		COUNCILMAN ARD…………………………………….AYE
		COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY……………….AYE

(MOTION CARRIED 5-0 WITH ONE ABSTAIN AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF BOGALUSA TO ENTER INTO A COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOR AGREEMENT NO.2 PROJECT SAVE BOGALUSA).

BY VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE: Meeting adjourned.

















 










