				  BOGALUSA CITY COUNCIL
				     REGULAR MEETING
					MINUTES
		      	 	MARCH 07, 2017, 5:30 P.M.

PRESIDING:	WENDY O’QUIN PERRETTE, MAYOR
		STACY SMITH, DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION
		DALE BRANCH, CITY ATTORNEY

PRESENT:	COUNCILWOMAN KATES
		PRESIDENT SMITH
		COUNCILMAN McCREE
		COUNCILMAN ARD
		COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY
		
ABSENT:	VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE
		COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND
		
BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Bogalusa City Council Meeting will come to order. Invocation lead by  
Councilman Ard followed by the Pledge of Allegiants.

BY_COUNCILMAN ARD: Led the Invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiants.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Roll call.

	VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE……………………………………ABSENT
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES…………………………………..HERE
	PRESIDENT SMITH……………………………………………..HERE
	COUNCILMAN McCREE………………………………………HERE
	COUNCILMAN ARD…………………………………………….HERE
	COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY………………………HERE
	COUNCILWMAN DRUMMOND…………………………..ABSENT

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Approving the minutes held at the meeting on February 21, 2017. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY:  I make a motion we accept these minutes as read.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD:  Seconded.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Roll call.

	VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE…………………………………ABSENT
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES…………………………………AYE
	PRESIDENT SMITH…………………………………………..AYE
	COUNCILMAN McCREE……………………………………AYE
	COUNCILMAN ARD………………………………………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY……………………AYE
	COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND…………………………...ABSENT

(MOTION CARRIED 5-0 WITH TWO ABSENT APPROVING THE MINUTES HELD AT THE MEETING ON FEBRUARY 21, 2017).

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: There aren’t any Recognitions and Awards, Adoption of Resolutions, none, Introduction of Ordinance, none. Public Hearings & Adoption of Ordinances. The first one is introduced by Councilman Ard.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: 

AN ORDINANCE to approve the rezoning request from B-Business to C-Commercial located at 933 Avenue F a small lot adjacent to the property to sell a limited amount of vehicles on a part time basis.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Anyone from the public wish to speak at this time? Any Council discussions? 
BY PRESIDENT SMITH: A motion at this time please. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: I make a motion we accept it. 

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: Seconded.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Roll call.

	VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE……………………………ABSENT
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES……………………………AYE
	PRESIDENT SMITH……………………………………..AYE
	COUNCILMAN McCREE………………………………AYE
	COUNCILMAN ARD…………………………………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY………………AYE
	COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND……………………..ABSENT

(MOTION CARRIED 5-0 WITH TWO ABSENT TO APPROVE THE REZONING REQUEST FROM B-BUSINESS TO C-COMMERCIAL LOCATED AT 933 AVENUE F A SMALL LOT ADJACENT TO THE PROPERTY TO SELL A LIMITED AMOUNT OF VEHICLES ON A PART TIME BASIS).

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: An ordinance read by Councilman Ard at this time. 

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: 

AN ORDINANCE to approve the rezoning request from A3-Residential to C-Commercial presently located off of Sullivan Drive is being leased by Chris Penton who owns Milltown Flea Market.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Any public participation? Any Council discussion?

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: As long as I can still go fishing there. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: The only discussion that I have is Milltown Flea Market they are leased from the city? So we are able to interact and engage with rezoning with our own property?  What I was asking, Milltown that is a piece of the city’s property and we are okay in rezoning a piece of our property more or less? 

BY DALE BRANCH: You can always rezone your own property. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Okay within the city and it is no conflict. Thank you.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Thank you. Anyone else? I need a motion please.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I make a motion that this ordinance is accepted as read.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: Seconded.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Roll call.

	VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE……………………….ABSENT
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES………………………AYE
	PRESIDENT SMITH…………………………………AYE
	COUNCILMAN McCREE………………………….AYE
	COUNCILMAN ARD……………………………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY………….AYE
	COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND………………….ABSENT

(MOTION CARRIED 5-0 WITH TWO ABSENT TO APPROVE THE REZONING REQUEST FROM A3- RESIDENTIAL TO C-COMMERCIAL LOCATED OFF OF SULLIVAN DRIVE IS BEING LEASED BY THE PROPERTY OWNER CHRIS PENTON WHO OWNS MILLTOWN FLEA MARKET).

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: An ordinance read by Councilman McCree. 


BY COUNCILMAN McCREE:

AN ORDINANCE to approve the closing of a portion of Avenue G which is an undeveloped property adjacent to Mr. Johnny Hodge’s property on the west side.
I didn’t get to go up here because the rain got me today so maybe somebody can tell me a little bit about it.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: I did go by there but not today but after this was introduced two weeks ago. It is not an alleyway per say to me it is something that has not been in use so it is undeveloped. I have no problem with us approving this at all. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: My other question is it starts Noble Construction has started clearance so we are not responsible for that anyway?

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: No. It is just a piece of undeveloped property sitting there. It didn’t even look like an alleyway. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Anyone from the public like to speak on this issue? Anyone from the public at this time? Any Council discussion?

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: I make a motion that it is accepted as read. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: I seconded.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Roll call.

	VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE……………………ABSENT
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES…………………..AYE
	PRESIDENT SMITH…………………………….AYE
	COUNCILMAN McCREE………………………AYE
	COUNCILMAN ARD……………………………AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY………AYE
	COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND……………..ABSENT

(MOTION CARRIED 5-0 WITH TWO ABSENT TO APPROVE THE CLOSING OF A PORTION OF AVENUE G WHICH IS AN UNDEVELOPED PROPERTY ADJACENT TO MR. JOHNNY HODGES’ PROPERTY ON THE WEST SIDE).

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: An ordinance read by Councilwoman Kates.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: 

AN ORDINANCE to amend the ordinance to prohibit smoking to workplaces and public places in the City of Bogalusa, Tobacco Free for Youth, and providing for related matters.
This particular ordinance we had meetings after it was initially passed, we had two additional meetings with the community and some of our elected officials on January 31st and on February 9th. It was conducted with the Tobacco Free Representative as I said community leaders, city officials and the Bogalusa Police Department. They meetings were conducted in the planning stages of implementing the actual enforcement of the Bogalusa smoke free ordinance. The ordinance was effective December 20th but within these meetings we found that we were able to tweak it a bit this particular ordinance. It is more related toward second hand smoke within public offices rather than the outside public places. It is geared toward as I said second hand smoke and I do have some of the key components as the council has probably read aquariums, galleries, library’s I’m not going to go through the whole list but in the bars we are concentrating on at least five feet outside the entrances and not near the optical windows nor near ventilations. We did delete some of the outside areas such as our parks and parades because with our Bogalusa Police Department enforcing that may have been such tedious so that was also deleted. We had some of the private clubs that were deleted as well from the particular ordinance. Otherwise everything is pretty much the same in it just more friendly toward deleting more of our outside public places. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Any public participation at this time? Come to the mic and state your name please.
BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: P.O. Box 338, Bogalusa. Ms. Kates if I could ask for a couple of clarifications. You mentioned some of the things that were taken out of the ordinance and the copy that I am reading that was provided like on page 6 about three fourths of the way down it says Whereas the city owned facilities it talks about as well as any outdoor property---

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: What page is that?

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: Page 6.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: And which definition? 

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: About three fourths of the way down where that first whereas. Does that section include Cassidy Park?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: No it does not.

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: Well it says as well as all outdoor property within such buildings.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Well let me explain a little bit about Cassidy Park with our parks. The parks per say is limited to the playground equipment. So there will be no smoking five feet away from the playground equipment. That is for parks, that is for festivals what have you. 

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: At the top of that page under L. it talked about public events and it still says concerts, fairs, farmers markets, festivals so to me that would mean that and let me back up and say this—there is a large part of this ordinance that I am totally in favor for because I don’t won’t to be around smoke. I just want some clarification to me that reads that the Jazz Festival is going to be included.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: No it is not.

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: Well ma’am it reads---

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: If you look on page---

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: If you look under the definition of event it says fairs, festivals, parades—I’m not sure what you intended to take out but if I read this in common English it says parades are included. So that means there is no smoking at the July 4th Parade, at the Mardi Gras Parade.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Wait a minute you said you were on page 6. 

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: Page 6 what was included in the minutes.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Okay you have an old copy so we switched that. I believe you have an old copy.

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: It is what is right here. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: You know we went through and changed the things remember.

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: The law that is fixing to pass doesn’t change it.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: Mine says exactly what he read.

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: The law you are fixing to pass doesn’t say that. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Brenda and I went through and changed that. 

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: I’m just asking this for clarification—

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Yes but I have a copy too.

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: I want to make sure I understand because I have one major disagreement with this ordinance that I haven’t gotten to yet. I don’t know if ya’ll need to go back and rework this before you try to pass the law that it doesn’t say what you want it to say. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Yes we did change it. We did change it and I’m just trying to find my copy of it. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: This is the same one you brought to my office. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: So Mr. Philip you are asking—what is your question again?

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: This is a clarification of what does these parts of the law mean? The way I read this I’m using common English reading it, the parades, and the festivals all of that are no smoking. I don’t care I just assume---

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Are you asking can the constituents smoke during the parade?

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: No, according to this they can’t. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Do you want to keep it that way Ms. Gloria?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: No, it is specifically changed. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I don’t know how it got mixed around. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: Maybe we can table it and bring it back up in two weeks. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: One second everybody. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Did you get the wrong copy mixed up? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: The new one sir, which is in the February 21st, I don’t know how it got mixed up tonight. It indicates, if everyone will look at your agenda—

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: The copy that I got from the meeting on the 21st is exactly the same as this one. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Okay public event is an event which is open to and may be attended by the public. Public events are as follows: concerts, fairs, farmers markets, festivals, performances, and other exhibitions, regardless of any fee. I do apologize for that but that is definitely the new one that in the February 21st agenda.

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: Ma’am the copy that I got off here was the 21st and it is the same as the first one.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: No the one that we have------

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: She is telling you since then she came back to the council and we made corrections.

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: Shouldn’t the public have the right to see the correct forms?

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I’m not sure why you got that copy but at this time we will table it and make sure you get the correct copy. In fact tonight I will make sure you get a copy of this one okay.

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: The area that I really have a disagreement with is the part about the businesses. We need to get government out of our lives not try and make the state run everything. For the city government to tell a private business that they can’t smoke in their business is way too much of an over reach. If that business owner wants to take a chance in the economic impact for not letting them smoke in their building that is on them. That’s not ya’ll business. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: So which type of business are you referring too?

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: Any business. Any business where the public can walk in there is a man that runs a great mechanic shop on Columbia Street. I don’t go to him because he likes to smoke in his office. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Most businesses’ in the Louisiana Smoke Free Act that has been effective years ago back in 2006.

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: Well that is not a private business like that, I understand restaurants and even a bar. If that bar owner wants to let people smoke in their establishment that is their business. That is none of the business of the city government. Okay but the bars are still in here.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I understand that but it is more or less focusing on second hand smoke for those individuals. 

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: You’re saying and focusing that but by this as right now if you pass this law the police officers are supposed to walk into a bar and tell people they can’t smoke or he is supposed to go into any private business anywhere and they are smoking I can call the police officer and have them come fine. That is not the governments business. You are trying to take over so much of people’s businesses which is not your job. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: It doesn’t have anything to do with businesses sir.

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL: It is in the law ma’am. If you pass this—

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: As I said we are tabling this tonight and you will get a corrected copy.

BY PHILIP BLACKWELL:  Thank you.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I make a motion we table this and I will bring it back in two weeks.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: One moment please. Does anyone else from the public like to speak? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN SMITH: I don’t know how they got mixed up. 

BY BRENDA FORD: I’m sorry it is all my fault.

BY TERRY “FOOTS” QUINN: 220 Beall Street. As a never smoker I’m still concerned about the ordinance and I hope we can pass anything whether it be a smoking ordinance or speed limit. We need to understand what we are passing or not passing. I think most people don’t understand what is going on with this and I would make one little short remark if we could get this ordinance put in the public newspaper or where ever or post it where----

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Mr. Foots it was a mistake. We did meet and we made some corrections. We are sorry that the wrong paper got put into the March 7th agenda so she has apologized and we will make sure those corrections are taken place and the next meeting is held on March 21st and you can come back and speak then, thank you. 

BY TERRY “FOOTS” QUINN: One last thing, even understanding complete like Mr. Blackwell said we don’t need to over reach in the private places, please don’t do that.

BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: Thank you.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Any council discussion at this time? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Madam President, can I ask a question pertaining to the ordinance? 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Yes you may. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: On page 8 it states on Section C that Ms. Smith or the Director of Administration or an authorized designee will put out the signs but part D where it states will put up signs on each car on the outside of it. Who is going to pay for that, I mean what suffice or ya’ll got stickers that is being donated? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Yes we do have stickers that will be donated from the Tobacco Free---

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: It will be down on the interior instead of the exterior? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Yes. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: And every business will do it also according to this ordinance. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Tobacco Free living will provide those stickers.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Ok I just had that question. Ms. Kates and I talked about the parades and so forth. I too didn’t agree that we are overstepping our boundaries as government if we start telling people. Because most people who do smoke walk away from it just like the dippers. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Exactly. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Out of common courtesy. But I don’t think the government already is telling you if you can smoke or not. People choose to do so in their homes or whatever that is one thing but it does need to be educated and I will be happy to put this on our city site prior to our next meeting so it will be advertised. It does need to be a little clarification in there.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Believe me or not this is the new one how I do apologize but there is one that has been totally revamped and it was not included in our minutes tonight. So I apologize for that.  

BY BRENDA FORD: I apologize. This was my fault.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH:  Now you can make the motion.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  I make the motion that it be tabled until the next meeting.

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE_: Seconded.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Roll call. 

	VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE……………………..ABSENT
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES……………………..AYE
	PRESIDENT SMITH………………………………..AYE
	COUNCILMAN McCREE…………………………AYE
	COUNCILMAN ARD……………………………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY………….AYE
	COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND…………………ABSENT

(MOTION TO TABLE THIS ORDINANCE 5-0 WITH TWO ABSENT TO AMEND THE ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT SMOKING TO WORKPLACES AND PUBLIC PLACES IN THE CITY OF BOGALUSA, TOBACCO FREE FOR YOUTH, AND PROVIDING FOR RELATED MATTERS).

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: An ordinance read by Councilman Ard.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: 

AN ORDINANCE to authorize payment of overtime to department heads who work during times of a called state of emergency.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Any from the public would like to speak? 

BY THERESA P. KELLER: 1620 Jackie Robinson Street. Tonight I beset you to think seriously before you give a blank check to the department heads for overtime. I’m a little bit confused about the ordinance because last year 2016 the Director of Public Works received $4,341.99 for overtime for March 2016 flood. What I am asking you tonight to before you go forward with this form a committee and study this situation. Why, number one, you are constantly saying the city does not have any money and the city is trying to save money. Number two, when those salaries are put in place it includes the probability that these employees will be involved in crisis situation such as floods and storms. I was principal for almost twenty years and we were required to keep those buildings open for twenty four hours so that individuals who had nowhere to go could be accommodated and those who needed shelter. We did not get one dime overtime. Number three, in as much as the city is strapped for funds or at the economical way of handling overtime would be to reframe from using money which you say you don’t have to pay overtime during weeks of flood, storms and other site disasters. By lying the director to take two days off in every week until the crisis is over. This would eliminate the need to come up with overtime pay and save money you say you don’t have. Number four, utilize the volunteers who come forth and work for twenty five, twenty four hours a day until the crisis is over and don’t get a penny and don’t expect a penny for their dedication. Since the city is less than half the size as it was when the Public Works Director was first hired you might need to research and see if we need a full time Public Works Director. We don’t have but about twelve thousand people in this town and the work load has already been cut tremendously. The Charter says that the director is to construct and maintain drainage facilities. The January 6, 2017 issue of the Bogalusa Daily News the director said now the owners, our neighbors must clean out their own drainage, ditches and unclog their own culverts. In addition in the last council meeting the director informed the public from now on the city will no longer place the culverts in the ditches and cover them. Now you have to do that yourself. This new policy further reduces the work of the director. One which the charter says and I see some of you have your charters so you can turn to page 20 is the duty of the director. One charter plainly states that one of the duties of the director is to operate and maintain municipal airport. This duty has been given to someone else who we are paying thousands of dollars to do. The charter plainly states that one of the duties of the Public Works Director is to develop and maintain city parks and recreation facilities’. Whenever a black citizen points out that a city park in their community is not being maintained suddenly it is no longer a city park and everybody in here knows that the blacks do not have any private parks. Every park that is located in the black community is owned by the city and it is supposed to be maintained by the city. In the past the director has the responsible for the up keep of both graveyards. They have used prisoners to mow the grass but in the January 20, 2017 issue of the Daily News the director announces that no more. Now the city must maintain their own graveyard. What I want to tell you they are dead and there is no family of friends so are you going to allow the help of the City of Bogalusa to be destroyed because the city refuse to maintain the two graveyards that are owned by them. The city owns the graveyards and the city should maintain them. They did until January 20, 2017. The city could pay two retired men a minimum sum out there twice a month to mow the grass and to maintain those graveyards and get the prisoners to help. That is what the city use to do and that is the most logical thing to do. Simple solution save money. And as I go to my seat I would just like to ask two questions, do we have any city employees that have credit cards? Do we have any city employees who are allowed to use city vehicles for their own personal use? So I am asking you to give that some thought before you make a blanket decision that you would automatically do overtime. Because truly we do not have half of the citizens to service that we once have we were going to have. Bogalusa is smaller and we need to look and see if we need everything that we are paying for right now. Thank you.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Thank you. Anyone else from the public would like to speak at this time? Come to the podium and state your name and address.

BY TERRY “FOOTS” QUINN: 220 Beall Street. Ms. Keller came up with some very good points, very good things to look into. One thing kind of caught my attention, I remember the Supreme Court decision 1954 says separate but equal wasn’t good enough we had integration. Forced integration which Bogalusa fought left and right blacks on their side whites on theirs and we had a lot of division over that. Now Ms. Keller is saying the black park should be treated a certain way. Just like Mayor Mizell said there is no black parks no white parks. All parks are Bogalusa parks. I’ve noticed you probably talking about my old park Cassidy Park over there that I love so much. When you go over there most people on weekends are black people in that park and you are welcome to come Ms. Keller. That is my comment, I’m sorry. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH:  Come to the podium and state your name and address please.

BY DEBRA CORSETTI: 764 Marshall Richardson Road. I just wanted to come up and---

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: The subject you are speaking on? Does it contain to the ordinance that Councilman Ard introduced for the payment of overtime for department heads during the call of the city state of emergency?

BY DEBRA CORSETTI: Yes.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: You may speak.

BY DEBRA CORSETTI:  I just wanted to come up and I thought this wise lady with the words that she said, I’ve been in a lot of businesses where people are paid salary and it doesn’t matter how many hours of overtime they just get their salary. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Yes.

BY DEBRA CORSETTI:  I know we talk of some legislation that President Obama proposed and I’m not sure if it passed or not but it was something to the effect that if you make thirty thousand dollars or less as a salary person then you are entitled to overtime. So I don’t know what the public works director makes but that is to honor. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Thank you so much Ms. Debra I appreciate it. At this time we are going to have the Mayor to speak and she is going to enlighten and explain the ordinance that Councilman Ard read. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  This ordinance came about from our meeting with FEMA and GOHSEP Negotiators because the City of Bogalusa is still dealing with Katrina and things that were not done. On the advisement of Glenda Bocking of GOHSEP and the past Mayor Toye Taylor is third in command of the State of Louisiana that we needed to have a policy in place because having a meeting after the fact, after the disaster is declared the city would not be reimbursed the funds for overtime. Overtime for employees all of it so this procedure came from the blank check, Ms. Kates knows we discussed in that Finance Meeting that—did you speak to Ms. Bocking pertaining to that---

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I will reserve my comments Mayor until our time to speak.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  Okay, well they asked us we didn’t come up with this. FEMA only—we are still dealing with the $121,000 to be exact from Hurricane Katrina that the city is not being reimbursed for. Still to this date got any money’s received from FEMA for the March flood a year from this Saturday. Under advisement in a meeting Ms. Malinda White Representative White’s Office, Toye Taylor, myself, Glenda Bocking, James, Rene all of us this was the advisement of them that we have policies and procedures in place this way we would not have these Council Meetings in the event after the fact the storm had happened. It is not to be- they are not getting overtime tomorrow. If we did allow them to take off two days you would not want that to happen because you wouldn’t get even hot patch because they are really a chain of command. It wasn’t something the city came up with. This was a federal policy that they asked us to have and put in place and had it in our policy and procedures and it come before the council beforehand. With hurricane season quickly approaching it was brought to our attention again by GOHSEP in our negotiations asking whether or not we had this policy put in place. Under that being said Ms. Smith then contacted Ms. Brenda to get the wording for it. This came from the Governor’s Office. Like I said this meeting took place in December last year again Malinda White, Representative White, Toye Taylor, Glenda Bocking, these were our professionals that are over the State that are telling us that we are not being reimbursed for things and the reason why we are not being reimbursed is because we don’t have a policies. If we don’t have policies in place beforehand they are like you are not getting any money back. So you know that is the problem so during the storm in the event we have a storm we could have a meetings it wouldn’t do any good. In other words they are not going to reimburse us. So without that being done you don’t get reimbursed.

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE:  But it says the department heads—

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  It is strictly department heads, it’s not the Mayor, its yes it is strictly department heads they work twenty four hours they are never off. Yes, your highest department head makes it is not much. It is the only time they are receiving overtime. So I think these men and women do deserve that much and it is reimbursed by the Federal Government it is not coming out of the city’s every day pocket. It is coming from the Federal Government- the FEMA is Federal Government. That who asked for this and we are giving it to them—my expectations was to give this to them so we would have it in place. It is not a city policy, it is a federal policy for us to be reimbursed that is all. That is all that was asked and we just took it from GOHSEP, FEMA and our State, and our Representative to have this policy in hand and that is why we came to you all with it. That is the best way to explain it and Ms. Kates in our meeting when we talked about it wouldn’t be a blank check it is hours accounted for and it comes through FEMA and if you all know how FEMA is tediously intertwined you have to cross your T’s and dot your I’s or you don’t get it. They wouldn’t get it if they wouldn’t do it right that is all. I just want you to know this policy didn’t just come from the administration it came from, the idea came from the federal people.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY:  Mayor, do I understand that this is only for disasters only?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Yes and it has to ---

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY:  I know in the two years I’ve been sitting on the council we have had these after fact meetings and we’ve gotten no money.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: That’s right. This policy would allow them to get money’s otherwise they would not. We could continue to allow them not to get money’s or give them the opportunity as every other city has. They get their money’s back, Franklinton gets their money’s back reimbursed. They get to pay them. This will be the only time we will get to give it to them. 

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: I wasn’t aware coming from FEMA---

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: It does.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I think Ms. Keller before council discussion.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Thank you Madam Mayor.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: You welcome. I hope that sheds some light on where it came from because it came from them.

BY THERESA P. KELLER: I just want to find out did I understand you to say that these funds will not be coming from Bogalusa they will be coming from FEMA?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Yes ma’am. We actually have someone here that works for FEMA that would explain that to you.

BY THERESA P. KELLER: Okay I’m fine. I know we are broke and we don’t have any money.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Yes ma’am.

BY THERESA P. KELLER:  That is what is concerning me but now that you have told me that these funds will not be coming from Bogalusa I am 100% for it. I didn’t have that understanding. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: It is just the one and only chance these people work forty eight hours a day twenty four hours a day and it is in a state of emergency. We don’t need them taking off for sure. If the federal government willfully pays for overtime I think they should get it.

BY THERESA P. KELLER:  Absolutely. If the federal government is paying it wonderful. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: And Ms. Keller that is what we are trying to do. Make sure that we put the system in place so it will work for us and she is trying to make sure we do it the correct way for the city.

BY THERESA P. KELLER: I did not understand it would be coming from the federal government and not from Bogalusa. If there is anything we can get from the federal government we need to get it. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Council discussion at this time. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Yes I do have council discussion. Mayor you inquired had I heard from Ms. Bocking I would like to read her statement. It was good talking with you yesterday. I looked into the public assistance policy concerned your overtime policy and it does state that the applicant does need an overtime policy. After looking at Bogalusa’s projects I’ve noticed that they didn’t claim a project for any emergency protective measures after March flood event. They did get overtime, they did get overtime for the public works department for the debris pickup. Though I’ve attached the policy to this email. What she attached to the policy actually was the public assistance policy and she said some of our employees some of our supervisors and directors were paid overtime. I have one person here although we can request salary and overtime as a public request so I am going to reframe from using this person’s name but this person did get and works in public works they did get paid forty hours and ninety six hours of overtime. Now this is what was put in that person actually got paid that amount I’m not certain but this is what was put in for that person. Also FEMA has in their- in the public assistance they have a public it has to go under their labor policies. The labor policy itself is what we are trying to establish has to indicate it does not include a contingency clause that payment is subject to federal funding. So what Brian was asking me earlier about why it could not include FEMA well it specifically says here it does not include a contingency clause, the policy does not include a contingency clause that payment is subject to federal funding. Also it is applied uniformly regardless of a presidential declaration and also has set non-discretionary criteria for when the applicant activates various pay types. It goes on to say that it has a section on supervisors and the section on supervisors says; secondary supervisors and above, commissioners, mayors, department heads, directors, police and fire chiefs are usually exempt employees and are not directly involved in the performance of pacific project. Therefore they are not eligible for overtime unless the applicant and that was unless they go under this particular labor policy itself. Now that is from the --- but my question is that although overtime was—it says overtime was paid---

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Ms. Kates could our attorney speak? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Yes when I’m done. That is not to say that you know they are exempt what opposition would be if they are exempt but you have to have a policy in place and that is directly from public assistance from FEMA public assistance.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: I’m not sure Ms. Kates not to override or who the person you are speaking the reference from but the only time the public works department would receive overtime is what two years ago and we as the council approved it.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Yes we did approved it March 12, 2016. It was a state of emergency declared and city officials was authorized to use any and all emergency procedures. The Mayor and the department heads are working twenty four hours a day with little or no time off. The city is authorized to pay overtime to these. I believe everyone voted on that I was out with a toothache myself. Everyone did vote on it.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Yes we did vote on it. I myself voted for it and I am aware that the Mayor she wasn’t allowed to get overtime and it wasn’t included for her to get overtime even though after the aftermath she did go out and help volunteer. Do you want Mr. James—

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: No Mr. James is not to speak about it. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I’m just trying to clarify what public assistance says and you all know that I was looking for an actual policy and so I did find a policy. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Well we will have—would you like to say something Councilman McCree? 

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: I just thought salary, salary people, fire chief, police chief, Mr. James whoever is in position they are salary they don’t get overtime. That is my understanding. I’m not against anybody personally I’m just telling you salary people are not eligible unless something has changed.

BY DALE BRANCH: May I clarify this for you?

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Yes you may.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: They are in a state of emergency.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: It has to be declared a state of emergency. 

BY DALE BRANCH: Let me say this, I’m not going to talk over anybody so if ya’ll want to talk go ahead. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Well I do have one last- Attorney Dale.

BY DALE BRANCH: Go ahead.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: These are the stipulations that FEMA will determine whether the number of hours that are claimed are reasonable and necessary by evaluating ok. So the severely of the incident whether the work was from at the time where it was necessary to work extraordinarily hours based on the circumstances of the incident, the function of the employee for which the hours are claimed, the number of consecutive hours the employee works. So they do have their pecking on it. They will be looking at it with these hours they are going to pull. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: One moment Attorney Dale Branch. You cannot speak at this time this is council discussion and we are trying to get a better clarification so we will be able to answer ya’ll correctly. At this time we will hear from Dale Branch.

BY DALE BRANCH:  If I can explain this a bit. FEMA is a reimbursement type of program that the federal government has. They reimburse us for expenses we had when there is a state of emergency declared by the Mayor, by the Parish President, by the Governor, by the U.S. President. Those are the only people that can declare an emergency. Once that is done it is possible to declare an emergency after the fact. You remember all the floods in Baton Rouge and so on. They didn’t declare an emergency when it was raining, they declared an emergency after the flood started and they started having to respond to it. So that is a state of emergency. That triggers the FEMA reimbursement scheme. We can’t get reimbursed unless we have a program or a policy that requires us to spend the money. We had this in Katrina where the department heads was here twenty four to forty eight hours a shift. We were questioned about it but I think we did get reimbursed for that because they did have a meeting before—

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: We didn’t.

BY DALE BRANCH: Well it went back and forth anyway. FEMA wants a policy on overtime for department heads. It is true the department heads are paid a salary and they are on duty twenty four hours a day so they don’t normally get overtime. If a sewer line breaks right now James would have to go tend to it without any extra pay. Now the employees he calls out to work and fix the sewer line do get overtime. Every employee that is a salary employee in the city gets overtime that is by law they have to pay. Department heads you do not. That I believe is said that has changed in December, the figure changed. If you, before if you were paid the amount I believe it was twenty five thousand dollars a year then you were not under most circumstances you were not entitled for the overtime. That figure got raised to something around forty five thousand dollars in December. So I don’t know how many department heads make less than forty five but if they make less than forty five then they are entitled to it anyway. But the ones that make more than forty five we would have to have this policy in place to pay them overtime and get reimbursed by FEMA. Does that explain some of it? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  After the supervisors and department heads makes an average not much.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Okay. I need a motion at this time.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I have one additional question and Brian has something too.

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: Say if the water breaks and Mr. James comes out, nothing personal Mr. James I like you very much—

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: People don’t need to be pointed out.

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: What I am saying Mr. James ain’t going to come out and fix that. He has people that comes out and fix that. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: That is not a state of emergency. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: He ain’t going to do anything.

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: That ain’t what the Attorney is saying. He don’t come out and fix that.

BY DALE BRANCH: It is his responsibility to direct the work force. He has to be out there to do it. He doesn’t get down there with his shovel---

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: I’ve been to many fires when I worked next door at night, three o’clock and the Chief didn’t always come out to those. He didn’t always come out to those. The Police Chief don’t always come out to every event that the police department has.  I ain’t making trouble I’m just keeping it right. 

BY DALE BRANCH: Well that is right, if they do come out though they don’t get any extra pay.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I think he is referring to if they came out during the state of emergency. My additional question is ----

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: In a state of emergency we are staying here during a state of emergency it is twenty four hours we spend the night. During Katrina we stayed here twelve days and I was only on the council and we were here twelve days. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I understand but my additional question is when we refer to department heads, I’m just looking in the charter I know we talked about the public works Mr. Hall are we referring to any other department heads, Police Chief, Fire Chief?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: You have your Police Chief, your Fire Chief, your Director of Administration and your public works and personnel.

BY DALE BRANCH: The ordinance says the department heads are listed in the city charter. You can see---

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I’m looking. I just wanted to make sure because some of those folks you wouldn’t think would have to I don’t know. I don’t know, oh, well, I don’t know. They would have to come out in case of emergency. Public works definitely does. Maybe fire department. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Somebody has got to sign the checks and I can’t just sign them all. 

BY DALE BRANCH: The only down side of it is if the City Attorney gets called out he doesn’t get paid. (Laughter).

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: With this being said is there any Attorney Dale any Union any type of Union----

BY DALE BRANCH: Department heads are not members of the Union or any Union.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Okay I know that. But in the Union in their booklet they said that no individual’s department heads is to have overtime. 

BY DALE BRANCH: No they shouldn’t have anything to do with the Union. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I don’t know I just think it is----

BY PRESIDENT SMITH:  Is that it? I need a motion. 

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: I need to say something.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Okay speak. You can speak.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD:  I just want to talk about this a minute. I heard all of these conversations Ms. Keller I highly respect your comments and your viewpoints same as Mr. Corsetti. I know Mr. Corsetti is a strong financial back ground as well as a legal back ground. When we talk about FEMA money and GOHSEP the Governor’s Office of Emergency Preparedness is what they are. Without these policy and procedures and stuff in place that is money left lying on the table in a lot of cases. One feeds off of the other whether it is salary, whether it is equipment or whether it is preparing for the next emergency. If something isn’t done and we don’t have these policies in place this is really just a starting point if you want to know the truth. We are really, really out dated with our policy and procedures as far as emergency preparedness. Now let’s talk about on the department heads reimbursement, so long as they don’t come under what their contract with the city or whatever the Union negotiations comes up with for hourly employees or doesn’t come under federal standard through the Department of Labor our wage board it can always exceed the minimum is without problems. Personally every one of us here agreed if the federal government is throwing something out there grab it up. So why not the people that is out here in the line of fire doing a job why would we turn that down? There is no reason for that. All our responsibility is to have a policy in place which involves oversite and management of this money and it provides transparency which is needed and appreciated by every citizen in this room. But without this policy and procedures and directions on how we are going to manage this well we got the State and Federal Government guidelines. But how do we manage it within this room? Where our hands are held to the table, we nail our hands to the table, we pull them nails out and we receive that. It is a simple deal really, it is not that complicated. This gives a perfect medium for everybody to see what is allocated, how it is allocated and who did what. Guess what here is the got you if it is not done right there is serious consequences for people leave in handcuffs and stripped suits and they leaving fast. 

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: Does this also include regular employees? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Regular employees we don’t get reimbursed for that. There are different supervisors. 

BY COUNCILMAN ARD:  It can’t. Mr. McCree there is avenues for that as well as equipment and for planning for the next event.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: To have that in place. What we are trying to do is get the department heads in place. We just trying to follow the regulations to make sure like we all agreed on one accord if the government is willing to give why not receive. At this time can I get someone to make a motion please? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I do have one more question.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Okay. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  I’m just thinking about the predicament we are in as well as we owe FEMA now how---
BY MAYOR PERRETTE: From a mistake just like this. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Yes but how would that affect the decision that we make tonight? The fact that we owe them. Unless they forgive, you know forgive how is that going to affect---

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Whether you or I are here this affects the future. This is learning from the past mistakes as I stated before we had something before us and we learned the mistake you remember I said well we did that wrong so what we had to do is go back and fix it.  So we learned we didn’t do it right the first time so now we are going back and fixing it. Whether we are here or not this is putting it in place so whoever is here it can be taken care of for them. This is for the future. This isn’t for us it may not direct us if we are lucky we may surpass not another disaster in our time here but I’m saying this is something that we give the city from here on out a policy already in place that they can hand FEMA for reimbursement.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I guess what I am trying to say if we currently owe them money and there is a disaster tomorrow and our department heads go out there and they work overtime well we would have the policy in place but will they reimburse us because of the position we are in now? 

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Yes.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Yes if we had this policy in place they would reimburse us. Otherwise we would not be reimbursed. That is where we have been in the past. We didn’t have a policy before and we weren’t reimbursed from Hurricane Katrina $121,000 to be exact.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Well we were paid some money according to Ms. Bocking.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Very, very little. We owe approximately $328,000. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Okay. So we could just move forward? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Before we can move forward. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I mean now we can move forward with the policy in place. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Yes. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: I make a motion we accept it as read.

BY_COUNCILMAN ARD: Seconded.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Roll call.

	VICE-PRESIDENT RITCHIE………………………….ABSENT
	COUNCILWOMAN KATES…………………………AYE
	PRESIDENT SMITH…………………………………..AYE
	COUNCILMAN McCREE……………………………NAY
	COUNCILMAN ARD………………………………….AYE
	COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY……………AYE
	COUNCILMAN DRUMMOND……………………ABSENT

(MOTION CARRIED 4-1 WITH TWO ABSENT TO AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF OVERTIME TO DEPARTMENT HEADS WHO WORK DURING TIMES OF A CALLED STATE OF EMERGENCY).

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: At this time we have a guest speaker, Ms. Theresa Keller.

BY THERESA P. KELLER:  1620 Jackie Robinson Street. I’m coming here tonight to plead for my loving city Bogalusa, Louisiana. I was born and reared in Bogalusa and I love Bogalusa. I’ve been here longer than anybody in here. I’m older than anybody that is in here and I’ve been here from day one. It grieves me to see my beloved city dying on the vine. All because of unfair racist and poor administration and handling of the funds and affairs of the city because leaders and directors are killing this city with their unfair decision, neglect of duty and racial bias practices. The city is being destroyed with prejudice and with the practice of refusing to do duties and jobs that we are paying them to do. They have by their action or lack of action of hard- hearted racist who have decided to come hell or high water they are determined to use the black taxes to improve the streets, parks, and walkways of the VIP’s while lined the continued deterioration of the streets in the black communities. The goal seems to be to turn the black community into a ghetto from plain neglect. This attitude is not new. It has been in existence for a number of years but this is the first time it has been encouraged and faltered in full support and cooperation of the administration. The administrators have administrated that they plan to continue to use the blacktop dollars to improve every community and project except the black community. They refuse to falter any project that will improve conditions in the black community. Every issue in this council is voted on and decided on based on race. If it is to help the blacks 4-3 against. If it is to help the whites in the white community 7 for. Why, why are we allowing this hatred and division to destroy our city? Our city was once known as the Magic City while you lying racism and prejudices to take the magic out of our beloved city. While you are allowing the City Administrators to make city decisions to help foster personal interest rather than the best interest of the citizens of Bogalusa. In the twentieth century this city had an approximately twenty thousand citizens which is more than twice as many citizens as we have today. Public Works have fewer workers and a much smaller budget they had but they were able to mow the grass, keep the ditches, drain the facilities, clean and clear the culvert, blow out, construct, maintain and clean city streets and other duties which will prevent flooding. They also mowed and maintain the grave plots sites of graveyards. Both graveyards are city property. These are duties that are spelled out clearly in the Bogalusa City Charter page 20 under the duties of the Public Works Director who’s number work is solid budget larger than they ever been before. What has happened to the city that was once known as the God fearing city of life, liberty and justice for all? What has happened to the love, gatherings and cooperation? This was the Bogalusa that I knew as a child. It has gone with the wind. December 8, 2015 issue of the Bogalusa Daily News it was reported that (inaudible) selected Bogalusa as number four on the top ten worse places to live. For the most ghetto Bogalusa came in as number seven. Why have you allowed hate, racism and discrimination do this to our once beloved city? Why have you allowed it to drive the majority of the City of Bogalusa away from here? Black, white, red and yellow getting out of Bogalusa as fast as they can. Check the 1960 and the 2011 census and you will find in that time period more than half have gone. You have sucked the blood out of this city and just left the dry bone. Bogalusa was the hub of activity in Washington Parish. Everybody wanted to shop here, everybody wanted to work here, everybody wanted to send her children to school here, everybody wanted to go to the doctor here, everybody wanted to go to the hospital here no more. Everybody wants to get away from here as far as fast as they can. They are going to Franklinton, Varnado, Covington, Mandeville, Madisonville and every other ville as long as it isn’t Bogalusa. Old people the young people the white people the black people, the red people, the yellow people, the fat people, the skinny people and everybody who can is getting the heck away from Bogalusa. Even the dogs, cats and farm animals are getting away from Bogalusa. Check around your house and think back you don’t have as many rats and roaches. The Orkin man is about to starve coming to Bogalusa because he is not needed. These rats and roaches has gotten away from here. The businesses and professional citizens are leaving. The ones that industry needs won’t come. The car dealers, the hospital, Winn Dixie the grocery, the drug stores and banks, gas stations, teachers, doctors, nurses, pastors. The big company have trouble getting workers because the employees refuse to live in Bogalusa. If they have to work here they will commute from Covington. They will come here for a while and when they start breathing that toxic air from the racism and division they get away from here. During this administration two news men have gotten away from here after watching the city council meeting. We just lost a wonderful Police Chief. Christian or a person who believes in doing what is right just can’t take it. Even the council persons who believe in doing right they want to get from here. We are steadily leaving from here and begging the council members to stay here and stop running or resign. Our darling city is in a steady decline largely because our people who we entrusted to make our city great again have dropped the ball due to two reasons or both. Either they do not desire to maintain, improve or foster growth in our city or they are not qualified and do not know how to do the job that we are paying them to do. Someone said it wasn’t a white thing and it wasn’t a white thing but it was about the right thing and that is what they stood for. Let’s get real everybody. Everybody in here knows that what you are doing is not right not even close to right. Everybody in here knows it is not right and it is not fair that you have used every dime of the black tax dollars to blacktop Rio Grande and many other white streets. Every time you are asked about blacktopping two little blocks in the black community you suddenly do not have any money. You’ve got to save money in the next breath. You come up with some mechanism to get more money for yourselves and less money for the maintenance and improvement of the city especially for the black part. North Roosevelt came here on February 17, 2015 asking will you please blacktop two little blocks in the black community. The response was no we don’t have the money to blacktop two blocks in the black community and in the next breath they employee was hired as much as $65,000 a year. The poor little blacks came back please just blacktop two little blocks in our community. The response was no we don’t have the money to blacktop two little blocks in the black community. But we are going to spend $150,000 to blacktop Austin Street and the white section was blacktopped. Here comes the poor little blacks again will you stop the bleeding and blacktop two little blocks in the black community? The response was no the city doesn’t have any money but the city is going to spend $261,615 to blacktop seven white streets. The poor little blacks come back and ask will you just think about us on white street the response was no we don’t have the money for your two little blocks and we are not going to slow down and starting a date for doing seven white streets in order to add those two little black blocks. We don’t have the money but we are going to spend thousands of dollars to do a walkway from Cassidy Park to Goodyear Park for VIP and you are going to sit there and say  that is the right thing no we don’t need a luxury walk. Because when we get through working we so tired we can’t hardly walk in our door much less than our much costly walkway. No, no one part of that walkway and not one is located in the black community and is not needed or built for blacks. But black taxes will be used to help pay for it. We don’t need a luxurious walkway for the rich to leisurely stroll along we need our streets fixed. How can a broke city give raises and provide new vehicles for the employees which they are allowed to use 24 hours a day seven days a week. Even though we are being abused and we are being misused. We voted for the taxes because we love you and we love Bogalusa. Why because our Bible tells us to love your enemy. Do good to them who hate you and pray for them who spitefully use you. And we know that Bogalusa will never be great again until there is liberty and justice for all. And it has not been exercised here. But we love you and we pray for you. Thank you.

BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: Thank you Ms. Keller. Appreciate you, thank you so much.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH:  Now we have Administrative remarks.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: (Inaudible) asked me to pass these about the Farmer’s Market to remind you all about it, pass it around don’t forget April 1st first day of Farmer’s Market also. I would just like to clarify a few things, the State of Louisiana came in, Ms. Kates, and the woman that came in for the cemeteries, what was her name do you remember off hand? 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Ms. Christine Holland.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Yes, she stated that we have an unusual deed, we never said we weren’t going to be mowing in the cemeteries. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: I’m sorry Ms. Christine Lawrence. Her last name is Lawrence correct?

[bookmark: _GoBack]BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  I’m talking about the cemeteries. On the cemeteries that was addressed about us not mowing. We do mow the cemeteries four times a year, understand that we do know that people have passed on. We did not stop doing that but it is not grass cutting weather right now. We still do mow the cemeteries four times a year but each as we learned from the State Department and we have been stating we was validated but when you buy that piece of property, it’s your property. As far as a black neighborhood or white neighborhood, every neighborhood in this city is integrated.  Even over there in Goodyear, every city there black streets white streets how do you determine—do you mean to tell me that white people can’t ride on certain streets and black people can’t ride on them. They are for us all, they are main thoroughfares in town. I hate that you don’t feel—the city was on a down fall. I don’t know if you realize we had a one point three million dollar deficit in 2015. We did a one point eight million dollar turnaround to get out of the deficit. Then we had a flood, we are living financially within our means. I’m sorry if it doesn’t suit you well. As far as fostering race the only race I’m fostering is the human race. As far as saying that, I refuse to sit here and say black, black, black, white, white, white I don’t think whenever tax dollars come in somebody says this is a black dollar this one is a white dollar that is not how it works, it is all one. We are all in this together. Black and white you can mumble underneath your breath and act like you are five years old, I’m just going to giggle at you like I’m five. Because I’m telling you there is not a black neighborhood every neighborhood is integrated. There is no streets shut off as far as racist, the only racist I heard this evening would be the, no offense would be you standing here accusing everyone else in the city administration being racist. I personally am not racist. But if you feel the need you are the one that is fostering the hate and the prejudice. We aren’t sitting here, we are trying to work together and get our city back as one. It is our elders who foster the hate. This younger generation does not have what the elders went through. It is better for us all including myself. So I just think that when you look at this we are all in this together. It is not black tax dollars I’ll guarantee you when we collect taxes they don’t say this dollar came from a black and this dollar came from a white. How do you determine that? I’m appalled that you would even say such. But here is the thing it is 2017 welcome to it. The only race I’m working for is the human race. I’m not working for blacks, I’m not working for whites, I’m not working for Hispanics, and I’m working for us all. The betterment of us all. We are living transparency within our means. I’m sorry I’m not going to spend things lavishly, I can do that and then we still have to pay it back but that is ludicrous. That is why we couldn’t go to Wal-Mart and get an ink cartridge and charge it before. You should be proud for the fact that your city now has credit that wed can do things like that. We weren’t able to do that before. People did not want to do business with Bogalusa because we couldn’t pay our bills. So I have to say I’m glad that I have this council to work with. Thank you all for the understanding that we do have to pay our bills and we do have to pay that electric bill because we pay for every street light in the city and we don’t generate enough taxes to do all of that. I thank you all. I know we clarified some things in the finance meeting. Ms. Kates had some good questions she brought to light and one of her questions she said there is a thing, well where is the raise? I don’t see a raise that everybody is saying there is raises. Ms. Kates we cannot give raises during a deficit. So many years ago you got to be out of it this that and the other. No one has got a raise. As far as the sixty five thousand dollar person, Ms. Smith is over here wanting a raise now because she doesn’t even make sixty five thousand dollars.

BY BRENDA FORD:  Me too.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: (Laughter). Mr. Hall might want one too. I’m just I’m appalled that you would come up here and say that. You are a grown woman that I respected in the sense but you by talking about it and saying that is fostering hate and shame, shame. Because I don’t think that is the case I think that it is 2017 and that most people maybe our elders don’t—I look at it like this—it is rude and I won’t go all the way there, but I think honestly I think that it has gotten a lot better or I wouldn’t be sitting here. I’m a woman and on top of that I am a bi-racial woman so Bogalusa has moved forward a lot more than you would like to think. So you can convince yourself otherwise but I totally disagree with you. I just look forward to telling you all looking forward to seeing ya’ll at the Wild Game Cook-Off on the eighteenth and on the seventeenth the night before the Fire Department and The Police Department I would like for ya’ll to stop in and might want to eat Council because I am going to be feeding those guys Friday night just as an appreciation and we will be doing something next month for Public Works. I just want to say thank you all and thank my Department Heads that are here because these guys do go over and beyond. If you all have some ideas jot them down email them from the parade we are going to be revisiting that. Next weekend on the eighteenth also the Louisiana Black Caucus Association. They will be here at the Greater Ebenezer Baptist Church at eleven o’clock. Be there for the welcome of that and that is the same day for the Wild Game Cook-Off. It is a big honor for them to be here in Bogalusa. They don’t come around but a very few years and we are looking forward to that.  So I would just like for us to be one, if you can’t think that way—I pray for you also maybe by name. With that being said thank you all and have a good evening. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Thank you Mayor. Public participation, Mr. “Foots” Quinn. Please state your name and address.

BY TERRY “FOOTS” QUINN: 220 Beall Street. Standing here feeling thankful that we are in a city or country that I can get up and speak my mind and try to be short with ya’ll. In our past our city officials has really helped me do some things. I try to make this place a little bit better to live. I got an idea because the dewberries are coming in a little less than a month from now and will have dewberries around in the park. I think they are going to dodge the mowing machines and so forth. I want our youth to be able to come there and experience picking dewberries. Our city has planted hundreds of fruit trees from out of the nursery down there. Before long we will be getting plums, peach, pear, and fig for sure, satsumas and so forth. I’m trying to put what we are going to call a magical nature tour on, on the eighth of April. Dewberries should be ripe by then and I really want to concentrate on our children and our senior citizens. To get our seniors out, semi shut in’s at Rest Haven and places like that and get some volunteers to help them enjoy the outdoors and young people to learn about the outdoors. I think it is an opportunity for all of us to get together and have a good time April 8th. We do conflict with one thing, I’m sorry, the Civic League has there White Elephant Sale. We are going to try and get ours finished before that gets in full swing not a conflict. Thank you for hearing me. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Thank you. Mr. Marvin Austin wait I know you had your hand raised but this gentleman did before you. I’m going to give everyone you two gentlemen your chance to come up. Can you state your name and address. Next time for the record, I’m going to let ya’ll do it tonight but if you want to speak please sign up. I took the list after the time.

BY RICHARD CORSETTI: 764 Marshall Richardson Road. What I would like to say ya’ll do a great job ion here. I would say that the only thing I’m thinking about is the FEMA money coming in that I believe that it is paid for the upper crust of the workers that I’ve heard and also some of it goes to the lower workers. Well I think and I hope ya’ll put that in a separate account and watch the hours very closely because you know that is golden money. If we do have a disaster like that and everybody is in there running rampage and they are not watching that the money is going out fast that could go into our hourly rates of Bogalusa money. So it can also drain you too. So I wanted you to know that. The other thing was I saw the nice sidewalk being done over there, I didn’t know how much it ever was and I didn’t see any paper work on it. Is there any paper work on that? 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Yes.

BY RICHARD CORSETTI:  Okay I would like to know where I could look at that. It was a nice job done okay. That is all I have to say, ya’ll do a good job. Ya’ll look out for each other and that is good. Thank you.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Sir you can do a public request through Stacy Smith she does our public requests.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Thank you. Mr. Marvin Austin.

BY MARVIN AUSTIN: 736 Florence Avenue. I had a couple of things I wanted to address on the policies to set up and I have no problem with that. When you start reading those policies and it says second tier employees. My understanding of second tier, department heads are first tier, supervisors can work up under him is second tier so ya’ll need to take a look at that. On the other situation with Ms. Keller and our Honorable Mayor about the situation in Bogalusa. Mayor I can understand Ms. Keller because I live, I was born and raised in Bogalusa. I came first in 1947 and went away and I served my nation and when I left our community was in turmoil. On my way back I was hoping that my community had changed. I’ve seen some changes bur way not enough. Now Mayor I don’t really know your city. When the last is time and got out and toured this section of the city? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Every week.

BY MARVIN AUSTIN:  When?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Every week!

BY MARVIN AUSTIN:  Yeah, have you got out and spoke to your constituents? Yeah I have never seen you. There is things going on in our community now that I don’t think you are aware of with our young people sitting on a ticking time bomb. You need to get out and meet with your community leaders and walk through the door and talk to the people. Go down in the projects talk with those people that live down there. As far as the condition of our streets in our community you can tell the difference, you might say it is not a black section or a white section for the greater of the city but go into the sections of the white area where the majority of areas that are white. Sure you have people of minority that live in that area that is predominately white, you have whites living in the area that is predominately black but look at the difference in the streets. Law enforcement, I’m a big support of law enforcement. Somebody break into your house who you going to call, the police but you don’t see them. It is rare that you see them. They react instead of being proactive being there to stop the presence of your officer’s stop more crime. But when criminals don’t see them they feel like they own the community and they can do what they want to do. They can walk down the street and shoot and by the time the police gets there they are gone. They are intimidating the young kids that don’t want to be in that gang in the city. They have been here they was here when I sat on the council and I tried and went to Varnado and different places there were several people died because of neglect. People didn’t want to accept it. Right now you got good kids that don’t want to get involved in it but you got that element there to intimidate them and intimidate their families. You need to get on top of it and the only way you are going to do it is to communicate with the community. I am for proactive community police. I think the police department needs to have a relationship with the community because we don’t need to be each other’s enemy. It is getting to the point if we can’t get good law enforcement we are going to start policing our own community.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Thank you. This is the last person.

BY MERVIN TAYLOR:  1711 Byrd Avenue. I am eighty four years old and one person older than me is Angelo Pepe. I believe every word that woman said about ninety five percent of it but five percent was wrong. Mr. Pepe did this for forty years just like her. Still the same old stuff. You come over here you hear it every week, every time ya’ll have a council meeting. Bogalusa use to be a good city but it is worse than I have ever seen it. I get around it more than anybody been here. I don’t never see when a councilman I don’t never see one. She said Ms. Fortenberry said she seen our President Council over there picking up paper behind McDonalds over there. She has no business picking up paper, that property belongs to Mr. Mitchell from Alabama he keeps that parking lot clean. What he is over there picking up paper. You see him over around the church house on Sunday picking up paper and he waves to everybody so he can be seen. We need to go back to part time Mayor and five councilmen and we will save a lot of money. Before them supervisors, when you take one of them jobs a supervisor, the twenty four seven he don’t get no overtime. If he’s got to work forty eight hours I see it a lot of time out at the paper mill but he can get time off, everybody on the job got time off. But this woman is just wasting her time over here tonight for Mr. Pepe has tried to do this I know for forty years. One time they wanted to get a police department wanted to charge twenty five dollars to convoy people out to the cemetery. The next day they started a recall for the next council meeting and they knocked that off the table. Am I lying Mr. Pepe? (Inaudible no speaking into the microphone). That is right, Marvin Austin use to----

BY MAYOR PERRETTE:  Mr. Mervin they charge that at the funeral home. I just recently had to bury a love one and they charge it at the funeral home in your cost now. It doesn’t come to the city.

BY MERVIN TAYLOR: Well, how come the Police Department ought to do streets, I’ve paid taxes all my life. Mayor I wouldn’t have your job because I know twenty four seven on you. You know the people ain’t doing you right. I don’t know who got that contract over here putting that sidewalk in but I hear that two of them fishes are about to drain Bogalusa dry getting all the money out of Bogalusa. Am I right or wrong? I don’t believe they have a contract or license. They have to have a contract license even to pour cement. Them two I don’t believe they can put up a door but they can tell you how to build a sidewalk. How much did that sidewalk cost? I heard it cost four hundred thousand dollars.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: No sir, that was—

BY MERVIN TAYLOR: It was a hundred percent paid by the government. I know that. 

BY MAY9OR PERRETTE:  Recreational Trail Grant, we turned down several grants like a walking sidewalk bridge that was like seven hundred thousand dollars and the city would have had to pay three twenty five to get it and we don’t apply for those grants anymore.

BY MERVIN TAYLOR: Well we need some blacktop in Bogalusa bad. Marshall Richardson Road is about to fall under at the stop sign it won’t last about another it will be gone by the next Christmas. You will have to do the whole Marshall Richardson Road because it is bad.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: From the flood too.
BY MERVIN TAYLOR:  That is right the flood.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: We listed that, we met back with Mr. Taylor and another Mr. Taylor Toye and we listed every street in this city that has ever flooded. We gave them every street that flooded so those streets can be addressed in our FEMA funds because we haven’t even gone there yet. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: That was this time Mayor? You gave every street? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Every street that flooded. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: From March and August.
 
BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Yes for March, we didn’t have a flood in August.

BY MERVIN TAYLOR: What about the Fire Department the Fire Department got out there and unstopped the drains? 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Thank you so much.

BY MERVIN TAYLOR: My time is up?

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Yes sir. 

BY MERVIN TAYLOR: Well I just want to say to ya’ll. God bless ya’ll.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Thank you so much. God bless you. At this time we will have Council Discussion. Councilman Ard.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD:  Thank everybody for coming out tonight. I think every comment, every thought, every idea opens the door to something. I think as long as we keep stirring our hatred and discussing black and white issues you know it is not going to get any better. We got to work on making these things better and better. These things died in the 1960’s this is 2017. If we let it stay there it will stay there. I disagree with anybody here about that but you know it is a mindset. It is a culture change and it is refusing to accept anything but what is right. That is not happening or it is going to stay stuck in 1960 you know. A good couple of positive things going on, compliment the Public Works Department there has been a lot of cold patch work, cold mix going down, cleaning ditches, and cleaning up around the city. After the Mardi Gras they were way behind the eight ball but the city is back clean in record time in my opinion. I think they cleaned it faster without all the street sweepers. Police presents can’t say enough about it. Police is making a difference in this city. I don’t know if you see it the way I see it but I can tell where I am at. We ain’t got all those street walkers over there, we ain’t got all the corner transactions going on. We don’t have all the pimps going around with women on back of the motorcycles, bicycles and handlebars or whatever. We don’t have that all going on why because the police is taking a proactive approach and they are starting with simple things and little things and going to fix what it si going to fix.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Sh--------

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Not in my neighborhood.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Ya’ll got something to say? 

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE:  My neighborhood is rampant. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Mine is rampant.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Okay.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Yeah okay. (Snickered).

BY COUNCILMAN ARD:  One good thing we have been promoting in our community in my district is if you see something, say something. 
BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Amen.

BY COUNCILMAN ARD: Get in touch with the police. If they don’t answer the first time guess what that phone buzzer don’t quit. You keep calling until something happens, that is the way it works. They will respond and I don’t have anything but positive remarks from the community about that. Another positive in the community Cassidy Park Mr. Terry Breland and Ms. Tina Breland has put a new water wheel in the Park. There is a lot of people missed that and there has been a lot of pictures made by that water wheel. They took it out of their own pocket and their own efforts and put that back in place and it is much appreciated by the community and lots of people say thank you. Just in closing you know when I read my Bible I look at it and my Bible doesn’t differentiate between red, white, green, yellow, orange people it differentiates between the saved and the not saved. If we could come together on one accord and put our minds to it we can overcome anything that is before us but we have to do it as one people. We’ve got to be color blind. I encourage each of you this week take a look in the mirror, look back at yourself and ask yourself a few tough questions. Can I be color blind? Can we let some of these thing go and move forward? We can do it. You just got to say yes. Thank you so much for coming tonight. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Thank you. Councilwoman Kates.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  I want to thank everyone for coming out tonight. Appreciate your continued prayers. We do have a lot of work in Bogalusa. Unfortunately you get to the point where you feel like you are spinning your wheels. It may not be in some perception of black or white issue but we do have to face that we have demographics here in Bogalusa. Look on the Secretary of States website you will see who voted for you. So many percentage of this, so many percentage of that. So those demographics makes the difference. Where you have certain demographics that are pains taking in certain requests that is an issue. Now I’m saying I just have to make a comment on this, there’s just out right blankness’ and no respect for the law. Now as far as 1400-1500 block of Roosevelt Councilman McCree came up with a resolution that was voted on in November 1, 2016 and then there was an ordinance December 6, 2016. Has there been any action taken on that? No, why? These are taxpayers in my mind’s eye I’m hearing no money, no money and I goes find money as where you use the Sheriff’s money that comes in once a week—

BY PRESIDENT SMTIH: Uh huh.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  We gets money from that. Why hasn’t this been acted on? I just don’t understand it. Last time I spoke with Mr. Hall, Public Works he indicated that they were doing a street over by the baseball field I believe and after the baseball is done the Avenue B--- yes that is what I said Brenda Avenue B---

BY BRENDA FORD: I didn’t say nothing!!

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  I’m just saying, that Roosevelt would be done with a sealant. Well initially we did not request a sealant, we requested a blacktop like any other street within the city. So in my mind’s eye just blatting and no respect for the law. Bottom line. As the Mayor has mentioned the Louisiana Municipal Black Caucus State Meeting will be held on March 18th at 11:00 o’clock here in the City of Bogalusa. They did select our city verses Hammond. That particular meeting will be paying tribute and memorial to Mr. McClure Sampson, Sr. he is the founder of the Louisiana Municipal Black Caucus and this will be in conjunction with the Northshore Elected Officials Coalition. Black Elected Official Coalition and also Louisiana Secretary of State Mr. Tom Schedler and I heard today that we may have him grace our presents here in the City of Bogalusa so everyone please come out. We are going to have training on the 2020 Millennium. A census dealing in census and we are also going to have a presentation of the Secretary of State Mr. Sala Jackson. Jr. on the importance of your vote. As the Mayor said we did have our first Finance Meeting yesterday and I did take a look and we started off we are going to be going through the budget thoroughly and my main (inaudible) at the time was to see if there was actually anybody going over the two percent raises. At this time I have not found anyone to go over two percent. There was one issue in Public Works where it went from forty eight thousand up to I think fifty, yeah fifty six thousand. But I’m not sure Ms. Smith indicated it may have been overtime for that particular amount.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: No, no. That would be the cashing in of days. Cashing in of days. Banking of the days.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Which we do not have that policy anymore correct?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Correct. That was a policy we had in the past and found out about that we had to fix. In the past you use to be able to cash in days like you had thirty days saved up then you get paid those thirty days. People was leaving and taking off and getting like thirty thousand dollars banking days. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Understandable. Also there was an ordinance back in November 19, 2013 and that is when that particular council did vote for the Mayor’s raise and that was for a three year period and that has ceased. Currently it was sixty five and it went to seventy two, I mean seventy one which is now seventy two which is not over the two percent increase for cost of living.

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: And I voted no.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: For folks that wanted to know that. Also the main focus of the meeting is to try and find some money, to find some money. We have some vendors that we have been paying vendors out to Ms. Smith did give a report on one particular vendor we no longer have to pay. So that is money that can be saved. We are also looking at different propositions that we could perhaps do to take out of one fund and put in another for our streets. Just too kind of give you an update of the meeting on yesterday. The grant for the trail that was a matching grant. I think during our meeting back in I think September sometime I think it was it forty nine percent Mr. Hall matching grant? It was a forty nine percent matching grant so we pay X number of dollars and the grant pays X number of dollars. Okay as far as FEMA reporting our streets now both Ms. Bocking and the individual from FEMA indicated I don't know Mayor if you want to go back and get with them but they indicated what was reported for that August and the March flooding was Cassidy Park our Senior Citizen Building and the Bowl----

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Ms. Kates that was myself, Senator, Representative, Mr. Taylor- Toye Taylor again that was all turned in over to EUHSEP and FEMA. So I don’t know the latest but that was the last—when was that meeting James---

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES:  Okay was that during the Louisiana restore?

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: No. This was pertaining to our flood because our shoulders and so forth is collapsing on the side. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: Okay so that was an update? 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: Yes, we are still in negotiations for Hurricane Katrina. We meet about every other two months maybe. But Mr. Taylor has been helping us with the knowledge that he has helping push those papers forward. He has been good at that and giving us suggestions on future. We are learning from our mistakes.

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: That is great. Also the Kingdom of God extended an invitation to us. They will have services every Friday and did everybody get this in your box? If you wanted to come and speak like on Friday night you may do so. It is about our community. That is all I have other than please consider Roosevelt Street. Please consider that street. Like I said the law has been written, you know I met with Finance and they are supposing going to find the money for it. Please consider that street. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: We are trying. 

BY COUNCILWOMAN KATES: The money is there I know. Thank you. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Thank you. Councilman McCree.

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE:  Yes I just got a couple of things to say. First of all we have to respect each other from what color we are, no matter what religion we are, no matter if we are old or young, we got to respect each other you understand. Now I don’t want to talk about Roosevelt Street but I don’t have no choice you understand. We have been fighting this thing over two years now, I mean let’s just get it done and get past this. Let’s get this behind us. I’m tired okay, let’s get this behind us and Mr. Keller I tell you I’m not the smartest person in this room you understand? But I hope you live long enough to go in that ballot box and vote for me as your Mayor. Because in the next election I will be running. I may not win but I know you are going to vote for me. Okay so let’s keep our heads up and hang in there with each other and if I run for Mayor I probably won’t be in office again ever because I probably not going to win but I’m going to put my best foot forward because I’m going to respect everybody and I’m going to treat everybody with kindness and dignity and that is the only right thing to do. Not the fair thing to do the right thing to do. So ya’ll keep your heads up pray about it because God has a way of fixing issues. If you believe what you pray for God has a way of fixing it. What is done in the dark will come to light. God bless ya’ll. Ya’ll come back next time.

BY PRESIDENT SMITH:  Thank you. Councilwoman Fortenberry.

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: What are you laughing at Tamira?

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: I’m laughing at the way you said it. God does have a way of fixing things.

BY COUNCILMAN McCREE: Oh yeah with your heart.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY:  Okay I’m glad you all came out tonight. I appreciate you taking time out to come over to hear us try to settle a lot of issues. I have learned over the two years that I have been sitting on this council there is things on the books here in the city that goes back to the 1940’s. And Mr. Austin I am older than you as of today I am a year older. 

BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: Happy Birthday.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY: I didn’t say that for that. But I do things that I do like pick up garbage around the city and in my district not for the praise, not to get my picture in the paper, not for anything except I love this city. I love it. If I can make things look a little bit nicer you will see me out picking up trash. And I’m not going to toot my horn for it and I don’t want nobody else doing it. It’s got to be done, there is not enough city employees, and there is not enough prisoners to keep up with the trash that is being thrown away. I wish we could do something. Catch the people that is littering that is my big thing. I don’t keep a dirty house and I don’t want to see trash when I drive down my road. I have seen our Police Department be more proactive than I have ever seen since January. Teddy Drummond told me a year ago, he knows I get up early. I would be in Wal-Marts at two or three o’clock in the morning but I go to bed early. He said when you are out riding just go over by the Police Department and look at the cars sitting over there. I did that one morning when it was freezing cold. Had frost on the windows. Had not been moved police cars was sitting over there. Last week I had a child that had the flu and I didn’t get a lot of sleep and I got up and I said I was going to take a ride and I did. I found one police car parked in this parking lot over here. I rode down Columbia Street and I passed a police car. I went down Marshall Richardson Road and I went down Avenue F going out of town I passed a Sheriff Department car. I came back and went up Austin Street and I turned and come across the tracks by Travis’s I passed another police car. This was at two thirty in the morning. If you don’t think that is proactive when you get up one night just take a ride around our town you will be surprised at what you see. Saying that this is 2017 I don’t live in the past. I can tell you this and I thought many a times sitting here and wanted to get up and go out that door and get my phone. This just burns me up. I can show you pictures on my phone of my bi-racial grandchildren. My son is their dad. When I said that before I heard a smart remark come from that audience out there, yeah but they don’t have nothing to do with me. Just come to my house when they are home and see what they have to do with me. Two0 lives in Maryland, one is in Alaska and let me see where the other one is at, in New Jersey. They are serving our country in the Military. If I ever find out who made that statement I would go to them myself. Burns me up. I have grandchildren they have a black mother and a white daddy. They are my grandchildren. 

BY MAYOR PERRETTE: It is 2017.

BY COUNCILWOMAN FORTENBERRY:  So I am not racist. I am for what is right and what is not right. Saying that ya’ll have a good night. 

BY PRESIDENT SMITH: Thank you. I would like to start by thanking everyone for coming out tonight taking time out of your busy schedule. Now Councilman McCree I was just laughing at the way you said now ya’ll come back and join us. It wasn’t nothing towards you I have the most up respect for you and you are right God does have a way about changing things and fixing things too. Especially with change. I am thirty five years of age and I thank the Lord that I was not brought up in a racist home or a racist city. I love the City of Bogalusa and Ms. Keller I thank you for paving the way so I can sit here today. Yes a black female on the council sitting as the president. I don’t dwell in the past but I do thank you for bringing in a trail blazer for me. Mr. Marvin Austin you talked about and you spoke on there are gangs here in the city. The kids some kids are running rapid, mines are not, I can’t speak for everyone but if we go back to the past training comes up at home. Now I’m quite sure some of ya’ll kids have got in trouble and some of ya’ll haven’t. If we are constantly rotating on the past and if you know of gangs that I myself or the Mayor doesn’t know about what are you doing to be proactive to make sure the gangs don’t, you know gangs are started somewhere. If you are familiar with the gang you are supposed to do something to be proactive to help us to know who the gangs are and ways to stop it. It’s not, don’t take it personal, I’m just saying, yes sir. I live how many blocks from you and I’m quite sure you don’t see much activity as I do at your age and mine. Because if we do go to the past I’m quite sure you have dwelt in the past. So I’m going to move on. With that being said on March 18th at Bethlehem Baptist Church we have partnered up with the Louisiana Food Harvest and I am inviting everyone to come out and receive free food. Please spread the word. The Washington Parish Council on Aging would like to extend an invite to the Grand Re-Opening of the Bogalusa Senior Center Friday March 10,, 2017 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 603 Willis Avenue. Everyone is invited to join us as we celebrate the Grand Re-Opening of the Bogalusa Senior Building. Let’s not forget on March 8th from 8:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. the Civic Source has adjudicated properties available for sale. This is an online auction sale that will be held on Wednesday March 8th at 8:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. I would like to thank Ms. Barbara Collins for inviting me to attend the Civil Rights Museum Robert “Bob” Hicks Foundation honoring the Legends and Trail Blazers. Every year this is the second year I attend and I am fully educated on black history and knowledge that I had no clue and no idea about how the whites came together to help the blacks so looking forward to next year. Just wanted to extend a thank you to Ms. Collins for bringing the black and whites together to honor the Legends and Trail Blazers and everyone that supports this musical event to make sure it happens every year. With that being said have a blessed night, meeting adjourned. 
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